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MUST THE WHEEL 
=40F WAR KEEP ON 


TURNING? 


By GEORGE M. LL DAVIES 


SomME day a moralist or a psychologist 
., .. may write a “Natural History of 
Politicians.” It will describe the process 
and the history of how Liberators become 
Ty : : 

~ictators, and how reaction follows revo- 
lution, 

. There is a passage in Professor Treve- 
lyan’s essays describing his musings in the 
Sarden of St. John’s College, Oxford. whose 
Walls still show the marks of the Round- 
f€ad. cannon. Then comes his conclusion : 
ai And this was the fate of the victors, not to 
bts but to live, and to lose almost their awful 
oa in God when they saw the Restoration, not 
or the old loyalty v-hich was too loyal for them, 
b Hi, Old gaiety which was too gay for them, 
7 a cynicism and a selfishness that had neither 
peuntry nor king. The silence of the garden still 
_*tcods over the unalterable fate of those who 


(Were in such haste to destroy one another and 
Permit only the vile to survive.” 


Cromwell the Liberator had become 
Cromwell the Dictator. He is “ Bloody 
Cromwell” in Ireland unto this day. 
_ It was the Wheel of War, with its lower- 
ing expediencies and realisms of ruthless- 
Ness, that had brought about this descent 
of man. A research into its operations 
Might inquire how, among political leaders 
of our own times, Joseph Chamberlain the 

adical Republican had become the 

Ultary imperialist ; how Clemenceau the 


Socialist had ended 
as Clemenceau the 
E FE Tiger, how Lloyd 


George, the Radical 


Pacifist of the South 
African War, had be- 
come the author of 
the ‘“knock-out-blow” 
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BANNED BY SMITH’S... 


ESSRS. W. H. Smith & Sons distribute 10,250 copies of 
Peace News every week and other wholesalers, between 


Sir Arnold Wilson recently asked the Home Secretary to 
Consider issuing “defence regulations” to enable the news- 
agents “to exercise in the public interest . . 
©n the printed matter which they distributed.” Sir John 
Anderson replied that they have such discretion, and that he 

Could not regard a regulation on this subject as necessary 
for the purpose of the Defence of the Realm.” * 

Messrs. W. H. Smith & Sons inform us that they have 

no _intention of making any discrimination against us, 
elieving that we have every right to express our opinion. 
_ , The wholesalers, however, have more control over in- 
dividual retail newsagents in such matters than we have, 
and it may well be that some will be intimidated by direct 
It is therefore more 
Necessary than ever for pacifists to try to persuade their 
cal newsagents to display Peace News and, if possible, a 
The best way to do this is by guaranteeing 


While there may thus be individual efforts to make 
“Aculty of a more serious kind: another severe restriction 
We hope to be able to give readers the present full 


i After that, however, the only way to maintain, let alone 
rease, our circulation of nearly 35,000 a week will be by 


Oo make absoliitely sure you get your copy regularly— 
t from a newsagent or from your Peace Pledge Union 
P—~by placing a firm order NOW, if you have not already 


B 
¥ the Way, we have a new telephone number—and two 
lines, as the one was always se congested:— 


policy of the next war. It was the Wheel | 
of War, the mass momentum of the crowd. | 
the lowest common factor of passion and | 
populace played upon by the press and! 
priests of war. 

Equally remarkable is the fact that barely | 
half-a-dozen Members of Parliament ven-| 
tured to oppose at the outset either of the! 
three major wars in which Britain was 
involved in the last hundred years. Within 
a very few years the reaction had set in, 
and men execrated as pacifists were soon 
exalted as statesmen—Cobden and Bright 
after the Crimean War; Morley, Lloyd 
George and Campbell-Bannerman after the 
South African War; MacDonald, Snowden 
and Ponsonby after the last war. The 
Wheel had turned. 


Today we are in the stage of descent. 
After only six months of war the gap 
between idealism and realism is already 
very wide. Letters in The Times last week 
discussed war aims in terms of Christianity 
and Paganism. But to-day a Rear-Admiral 
ventures to deprecate such summary claims 
and points out that neither France nor her 
coloured troops nor our own Turkish allies 
could fairly be claimed to be “ fighting for 
Christianity.” 

In another column of The Times, Earl de 
la Warr, lately Minister of Education and 
now advocate of a Franco-British kultur 
policy in the schools, is reported to have 
addressed a French audience at the Sor- 
bonne. He assured them apparently that 
“the Allies must be ruthless against their 


(Continued on back page) 
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THE BOND OF PEACE ... ape 


A Little-Known Triumph of Non-Violence 


How the Nazis Were 
Defeated in Denmark 


Below we publish the first part of a remarkable account of successful 
Danish non-violent resistance to the Nazis, given by Mr. E. D. Chase, a correspon- 
dent of the Nofrontier News Service. The story will be concluded in subsequent 


issues of “ Peace News.” 


- The restraint of the people of North Schleswig under supreme provocation, 
and their triumph, afford hope for the ultimate bloodless victory of the Danish 


people over their present invaders. 


T is five kilometres from the little Danish town 
of Tonder to the German frontier—about 
three miles of open fields and little farms. I 
walked out one recent morning curious to see 
whet defences the Danes had constructed along 
their only border. One kilometre after another 
passed with no sign of trenches and with no 
barbed wire except the fences around the fields. 
Not even a soldier or a guard in sigat. 


“Surely,” I kept telling myself, “around the 
next corner I'll see fortifications.” 


A man in uniform came out of a farmhouse 
as I passed and followed behind me. “ This is 
where I get stopped,” I thought, and turned 
around to put up a bold front to en expected 
harsh call of “halt.” He caught up with me. 
“going out to the border?” he asked. Come on 
with me and we can listen to the radio in the 
guardhouse.” Recovering from my surprise, I 
began to question him. “Trenches?” he said, 
“we haven't any. What good would they do?” 


“But surely you must have some sort of de- 
fences,” I insisted. 


“On we do have a couple of anti-aircraft guns 
in back of the town, At first we had none, but 
when those British ‘planes flew over and dropped 
some bombs on Esbjerg the Germans raised such 
a howl about Denmark not being able to defend 
her neutrality that we bought a few. They fire 
almost every day now, but mostly at the German 
‘planes going and ccming from their island of 
Sylt, just over there. But we never try to hit 


anything. That wouldn't do any good cither.” 

In the little guardhouse beside the striped pole 
across the road I sat with the two guards who 
watched Germany’s most peaceful frontier Be- 
yond, a Danish soldier paced up «end down. 
About twenty yards down the road was another 
pole, and back and forth in front of it marched 
a German soldier. The radio informed us of the 
destruction of two more Russian divisions in 
Finland. “They are not sorry about that” said 
the chief guard, pointing down the road with 
his pipe-stem. 

Sitting there I could not help thinking of 
Belgium's tremendous and costly fortifications 
along the German frontier, and cf the eight 
hundred thousand young men who waited in 
them; of the flooded land in Holland, the evacu- 
ated farms and disrupted civil life. Then I 
thought of the immense Maginot line, of the Swiss 
mountains bristling with cannon, of the Italian 
soliders moving nervously in the passes of the 
Dolomites where galleries in the rock remain to 
tell of the last war: and of the anxiously guarded 
Balkan frontiers. “Yes, it's always very quiet 
here now,” said the chief yawning. “I'm going 
back to town.” 

After I had learned something about what had 
happened down in North Schleswig during the 
last four years, I realized that what I had seen 
out in that guardhouse was the happy ending to 
one of Europe's most sensational dramas. It has 
been played to an empty house. and without 

(Continued on back page) 
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! A Paeifist Commentary . . . edited by “Observer” 


DRITISH and German spokesmen have 

been justifying their countries’ viola- 
tion of Norwegian neutrality on the ground 
that the other did it first. Let us look at 
the known facts. 

if we accept the official report that a 
German troopship was sunk on April8 in a 
position which indicated that it was making 
ior Norway, then I think it is obvious that 
that ship must have set out before the 
mines were laid. On the other hand, it 
must be remembered that for some weeks 
threats of vigorous action on the part of 
the Allies had accompanied hints to the 
elfect that the neutrals could not expect to 
be safe if they interpreted their neutrality 
in ways which, in their results, had the 
effect of aiding the enemy. 

So long ago as March 28, moreover, a 
meeting of the Supreme War Council was 
held, and though the publicity given to it 
did not, of course, extend to news of its 
decisions, no less an authority than The 
Times assumed on the following day that 
the agenda included “the necessity of 
checking what seems to be the illegitimate 
use of Norwegian territorial waters by 
German shipping.” 

Given the fact of the war and the con- 
sequent need for a military strategy that 
provides for all contingencies (to which, of 
course, pacifists are entirely opposed, so 
that, therefore, they hold no brief for 
either German or Allied action), it would 
seem only natural that Germany had taken 
steps to anticipate an Allied move in Nor- 
wegian territorial waters at least as early 
as the beginning of this month. And when 
it is recalled that the German radio 
announced the recent British Cabinet 
changes before they were announced by 
our own press or radio, it would not be 
surprising if German action were taken 
even earlier than that, so good does their 
information service seem to be. 

In-any case, as a Merton Park reader 
points out, our mine-layers must also have 
left port some time before laying the 
mines, and therefore probably before the 
troopship did. 

As to the way in which Norway inter- 
preted her neutrality, a statement by 
authoritative Norwegian sources in London, 
quoted in The Times on April 2, is worth 
recalling. It declared: 

“When it is contended that the transport of 
iron ore to Germany takes place in the shelter 
of Norwegian territorial waters, it is only fair 
to remember that this equally applies to the 
shipping of Swedish iron ore through Narvik to 
Great Britain. In allowing this transit traffic, 
irrespective of the destination of the individual 
cargoes of iron cre, Norway adheres strictly to 
her rights and duties as a non-belligerent Power. 

(Figures relating to exports of Swedish ore 


via Narvik to Britain and Germany appear in 
“Facts and Figures,” page 5). 


* 


Destruction of Wales 


GWYNFOR EVANS, Hon. General Secre- 

~ tary of Heddychwyr Cymru (Welsh 
section of the Peace Pledge Union), writes: 

“Everybody knows that one of the 
objects for which we are crusading in this 
war is to preserve the right of small nations 
to live their own lives. The Government is 
not deterred from so noble an ambition by 
the ingratitude of those small nations, 
although those of them which are free to 
choose their gourse of action do not reveal 
a comparable faith in the efficacy of war 
as a method of assuring their future. 

“Of course, the Government’s chivalry is 
not Quixotic. It is careful to confine -its 
concern to * the small nations of Europe.’ 
Thus it safeguards itself from wild adven- 
tures on behalf of the small nations of the 
Empire, and presumaby those, such as the 
Welsh and the Scots, within this island. 

“Wales is being destroyed by our island 
brand of totalitarianism. In modern total 
war everything considered inessential is 
sacrificed to military efficiency, The 
required degree of efficiency cannot be 
attained without enforcing ‘ national unity,’ 
which in practice means English national 
unity; it means uniformity, and the 
violation of the life and language, the 
culture and traditions of the small nation 
of Wales. ° 

“Not all Englishmen realize that the 
evacuation of tens of thousands of English 
children into Welsh-speaking homes; the 
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British Propaganda Leaflets 


conscription of Welsh youth; the drastic 
curtailment of Welsh hours on the wireless 
to two a week; and the establishment 
throughout Wales of vast military, naval 
and air-force camps, arsenals and bombing 
schools—that these and other things will 
destroy Wales more completely than the 
Hitlerism against which we fight can 
ever do. 

“Recently Lord Chatfield has declared in 
Cardiff that Wales is to become ‘the 
strategic centre of the armaments industry,’ 
so that new populations will pour into the 
towns and valleys from which four hun- 
dred thousand Welshmen were drained by 
the Government not long ago. Was ever a 
small nation trampled out of existence 
with colder indifference? : 


sz * . 

“The reality of the danger is illustrated 
by an outrage now being perpetrated in 
the heart of rural Wales. It was reported 
to the War Office that Breconshire could 
provide as fine a site for an artillery camo 
as could be wished. What else mattered? 
Notice was accordingly given to eighty 
families living in a beautiful area twenty 
miles long by five to seven miles deep. 
They are to be turned out of their homes 
without any alternative accommodation, 
notwithstanding their having lived in these 
farms for generations. 

“Work had already begun on the site of 
the camp, and they were told that it was 
too late to resist.. They had been con- 
fronted with a fait accompli after the 
manner of Hitler. Their stock and furni- 
ture were to be sold and they were to be 
out by the end of May. As Mr. E. J. Powell, 
whose family has lived on the same farm 
four four to five centuries, told the writer, 
“They have driven us into the mountains, 
but now they drive us even from the moun- 
tains. They throw us out on to the road 
like dogs.’ 

“Some of these farmers, or their sons, 
are young men of military age. They 
would have continued to have performed a 
valuable service on their farms could they 
have stayed. But when ejected, and being 
without a farm, they will be conscripted. 
To fight for what? For freedom and demo- 
cracy and small nations. 

“Nor does the ejection of these families 
exhaust the injustice. One hundred and 
twenty farmers will lose part of their land ; 
and two hundred and cighty will lose their 


THEREFORE .. . 


"THE theatre of war has been extended. 
More innocents have been krought 
into the fray. Threat and counter-threat, 
move and counter-move ended in the 
“peaceful” invasion of Denmark and the 
resisted invasion of Norway. Neither 
wanted war, nor had any aggressive inten- 
tions. They are the victims of the ruthless 
power-politics of the big States. 

No nation today is safe, possesses any 
protective rights or power: custom, law, 
culture no longer count. The hollowness 
of our professions, be it of Christianity or 
democracy, is exposed. 

Nothing is left but the moral power of 
the individual to resist whatever evil may 
befall. 

Civilization has almost destroyed what- 
ever moral basis it ever had. It has swung 
back into barbarism, a fact which no skill 
in camouflage can hide. 

The title to nationhood is no longer the 
ability to achieve peaceful life at home and 
with one’s neighbours, but the power to 
monopolize the earth’s resources, which 
finally resolves itself into killing power, 
the power of mass murder. 


Between Two Worlds 

Monopoly and the’ power to possess it 
are the supreme ends of the major States 
today. This situation lays kare the in- 
human and immoral basis of capitalist civi- 
lization. Given that basis the present state 
of the world was.inevitable sooner or later. 
Hence a new world must be created. This 
generation stands between two worlds, but 
unfortunately it is breaking up the old 


grazing rights on the mountains, which 
provide pasture for 60,000 sheep. Withcut 
grazing land the value of their sheep farms 
is cruelly reduced. 

“ But of all aspects of the hideous drama 
none is more important to the Welshman 
than the effect of the establishment of so 
vast a camp on the future of his people.” 


* 


Those RAF Leaflets 
A NUMBER of newspapers have taken 
us to task for publishing details of a 
leaflet dropped by the RAF over Germany. 

Though the paper we quoted as having given 
similar publicity to the leaflets was an American 
publication, its story was reproduced in Picture 
Post. On April 5, too (a week before our story 
—shame on P.N.!), the London Evening Standard 
(itself quoting the Aeroplane!) gave particulars 
of some of the leaflets. 

Moreover, after indicating the level of this 
literature intended (presumably) to woo Ger- 
mans from their allegiance to Hitler, the 
Standard made substantially the same comment 
as we did. 

True, the fact that others had done the same 
thing is not necessarily a justification of it 
For us, indeed, it- is usually the contrary! 

Nor is it the whole of our justification that 
such publicity is quite legal still. The press are 
only advised and requested not to give the 
leaflets publicity. But that for the extraordinary 
“reason” that the important work of “enlighten- 
ing” the German people is best helped by the 
public refraining trom criticism. 

Yet it was not only for the sake of maintain- 
ing an essential principle of the democratic 
method (that criticism is the acid test of sound 
policy) that we felt it desirable to draw atten- 
tion to this appalling propaganda. It was be- 
Cause (as we suggested in the article) pacifists 
have always maintained that the dropping of 
leaflets has such possibilities for good, because 
they yield to no-one in desiring that the German 
people may find salvation without resort to Nazi 
means, and because they. consequently deplore a 
form of propaganda that could only have the 
reverse effect. 

We quoted Look's comments by way of sug- 
gesting a more useful form of propaganda as 
summed up in its striking if inadequate phrase, 
“Put a little warmth and neighbourliness in it! ” 


* 


Another Analogy 


N R. LAURIE JOHNSTON, 
Ewell, Surrey, writes : 

“T would like to point out the connexion be- 

tween * Observer's’ note last week entitled * Put 

that Fire Out!’ and the cver-recurring question 


of West 


to COs regarding an attack on a female relative. 


in this 


“Surely the 
question must include the supposition that the 
attack takes place in the centre of a block of 


true analogy to war 


flats. Still pursuing the analogy with war, the 
answer of the militarist must mean that because 
of the impossibiilty of stopping the attack by 
other means he would set fire to the whole build- 
ing, thus murdering hundreds of innocents for 
the sake of one. The CO would obviously refuse 
to do this. The law, too, supporis this point of 
view in preferring the escape cf the guilty to 
the wrongful punishment of the innocent.” 


* 


Results of War in Spain 


GENERAL FRANCO'S real difficulties 
may be said to have only begun with 
tne ending of the war in Spain. 

According to Uncensored, an American 
publication, the grimmest fact in war- 
ravaged Spain is the acute shortage of food 
—bread, meat, eggs, milk and olive oil. 
The report (dated March 23) adds: 

“To make matters worse, Franco had pledged 
three annual crops of wheat and olive oil to 
Adolf Hitler for German aid in crushing the 
Loyalists. Payment for 1938 and 1939 had been 
completed before" the war broke out. Hitler 
stored the wheat as a.war-time reserv2, and sold 
the olive oil abroad for foreign exchange. As 2 
result bread has been searce all over Spain and 
has been rationed in Madrid for the last few 
weeks. Consumption of the indispensable olive 
oil has been cut 90 percent. Wheat from Algeria 
and Australia, brought in under the new treaties, 
may relieve the food situation.” 


* 


Questions from American Youth 
ISS Vera Brittain, whom we welcome back 
to this country this week, has been lec- 
turing to students in America. In last week's 
issue of her Personal Letter to Peace-Lovers she 
gave this list of typical questions, which recurred 
again and again during her tour, asked by 
American students at the conclusion of her 
lectures: 

1. How long do you think the war js going 
to last? (This is closely associated with the 
desire, common to nearly all Americans to travel 
to Europe as soon as they can scrape the money 
together.) 

2. What do 
Chamberlain? 

3. How are pacifists being treated in England? 

4. What effect is conscription having on 
English colleges and universities? 

5. Are the young people in England suppor*- 
ing Mr. Eden and Mr. Hore-Belisha’ 

6. What does British youth think of German 
youth? 

3. Do you believe that the young people in 
Germany really wanted to go to war? 

..8. What do the young feel about the Arch 
bishop of Canterbury? 

It would be interesting to know how British 
students would answer them. 


* 
Tailpiece 
Overheard by a Bedfordshire reader: — 
Countrywoman, aged and very stout: "I often 
lie awake and wish as I had wings. Id fly away 
over the seas to them foreign lands and 1l’d come 


down between the two armies and I’d say to them 
both: ‘Now, you stop it” 


English youth think of fr. 


: By WILFRED WELLOCK 


The Urgency of Preparing for a New World 


world before it has even begun to lay the 
foundations of the new. We thus stand in 
danger of being thrust into a makeshift 
world, which will be a totalitarian world. 

The foundation of the old world is human 
exploitation for profit. Upon it was erected 
a class-dominated socitty, the dominant 
class setting the norms and standards in 
games, religion, education, politics; it cap- 
tured the key positions in every calling 
and department of national life. From_this 
basis there sprung intensive competition 
for foreign markets, impcrialism, mono- 
ypoly, aggression and world wars. Its 
ultimate end is totalitarianism. 

The basis of the new world is the recog- 
nition of the supreme value of human fe1- 
sonality, which involves the substitution 
of liberty for power, of respect and regard 
for human beings as persons for domina- 
tion, of creation for possession, of serving 
for exploiting, of fellowship and friendship 
for riches. 


Our First Duty 

From this basis will spring the socializa- 
tion of industry, land, &c., the distribution 
of abundance, the constructive use of 
leisure, which in large measure will in- 
volve a transference of production from 
the machine to man, the ending of social 
classes and the widest application of inter- 
national co-operation in spreading culture, 
distributing economic resources, achieving 
disarmament, facilitating international 
intercourse, &c.- 

Our problem is how to lay the founda- 
tions of this new world, and in the mean- 


time how to avoid the worse horrors of 
capitalist civilization. Our first duty is ‘0 
face the facts, try to see the position 
clearly and to make others see it. We mus’ 
recognize that the era of capitalism is end- 
ing and that civilization can function 19 
future only on a collectivist basis. 


That collectivism may be either demo- 
cratic or totalitarian. If we fail volun 
tarily, that is, democratically, to socialize 
our economic system we shall not be able 
to escape totalitarian collectivism. 


Should that happen. as is not improbable. 
the social struggle will take the form of 
freeing the human soul from the mecha: 
nism of a highly organized collectivist 
State, by transforming the latter. But what 
a round-about process! Why not take the 
straight road to the free, human world w@ 
all desire? Yes why not? To do it tw? 
things are necessary: the war must end 
quickly, and when it does end we must 
see clearly our goal and the road to it. AS 
yet we don’t. 

Therefore let the Peace Pledge Unio? 
and every member of it rise to this urge™ 
call, this supreme opportunity. 
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PEACE NEWS 


When next you see it asserted in the Press that peace 


is out of the question in the near future, remember that 


FLEET STREET DOES 
NOT KNOW! 


Here are some enlightening words on news 
in peace and war, on how we are lead up the 
garden, on the ignorance of diplomatic 
correspondents, in an open letter to same 


By OUR CANDID REPORTER 


DEAR Fellow Scribblers, 


It is time a Httle light was let in on 
your jobs, reluctant as you diplomatic cor- 
respondents are to tell the simple truth 
about your privileged occasidns. In the 
Interests of national understanding and 
the future peace, it is time to make clear 
that you. of all Fleet Strect men. DO NOT 
KNOW WHAT GOES ON NOR CAN YOU 
FIND OUT. 


You know-alls of Fleet Street have only 
to look back three months and sec what 
you said about Hore-Belisha’s resignation 
to realize how little you knew of that. You 
fave all kinds of reasons except the real 
One—Finland. YOU DID NOT KNOW. 


While the corps of Fleet Street war cor- 
respondents were still telling us, as virtual 
Messenger boys conveying Mannerheim 
Propaganda from Helsinki to London— 
and, personally, I think the radio is quicker 
for this kind of thing—that the Finns 
Would fight to the last ditch. peace nego- 
tlations were going on. Again, YOU DID 
NOT KNOW. 

Or take the fall of Daladier. While your 
ready pens were telling us of the over- 
Wwhelming support that Daladier had of his 

lon-like and masterly direction of the war 
—re-vead your own articles!—out he went 
and in came Reynaud. 


* 


. 


IME after time you led 


us up the 
garden. 


, Your most common phrases—“ I hear on 
ireproachable authority .. ..” “ My infor- 
Mation is that ....’ “It is no secret in 
diplomatic circles...,” “It is safo to 
assume that... .”—are the measure of your 
Own belief in the limited information at 
Your disposal. You take hand-outs—those 
duplicated sheets for “guidance” and 
background "—from the Ministry of In- 
Ormation, listen to precious whispers out 
Of the mouths of Foreign Office officials 
Who flatter you into self-importance, pick 
Up the latest rumours and propaganda 
from foreign journalists in London, from 
the embassies and legations, yet still 
YOU DO NOT KNOW 


* 


"THERE is seme indication of the length of 

_ your ignorance in Looking Behind the 
Censorship.* Mr. Eugene Young, its author, 
Was Foreign Editor of an American journal 
and -his book is a revealing account of news 
Manipulating. 

He relates how, long before the present 
War began, news was withheld, suppressed 
and distorted in the capitals of Europe. 

The government systems operate to choke 
and divert the channels of truth ” he writes. 
wuite correct, as you and I know only too 
Well. “In the manipulation of information 
the British are past masters,” he continues. 
_ Even Mr. Eugene Young himself, gather- 
Mg information hourly from his American 
Specialists about Europe in crisis, could 

Oresee nothing of what was going to 
“appen in Europe. His book came out here 
In July, 1938, without anything more than 
® passing reference or two to Czechoslo- 
Vakia. And in the whole of his book there 
4S no hint of a line-up of Hitler and Stalin, 
although we know now that the Nazis were 
laying the basis for the Berlin-Moscow Pact 
at the end of 1936. THE WHOLE LOT OF 
YOU KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THAT. 


* 


WE can almost take it for granted that 
you highly-paid diplomatic corre- 
sPondents of Fleet Street will still be 
Wittering about the impossibility of peace 
When news of peace negotiations suddenly 
Sescends upon you like a thief in the night. 
*hen, in your inimitable way, you. will 
start your comments with something like 
is—" Though the utmost secrecy has been 
“Maintained in government circles, the 


eter Davies. 5s, 


announcement that peace talks have been 
going on fcr the past two months is, of 
course, no surprise to those who keep in 
close touch with events behind the 


” 


scenes... 


Any tale, any comments, any assumption, 
to cover up the horrible fact that YOU 
WILL NOT KNOW. 

Yours frankly, 


CANDID REPORTER. 


Towards the A.G.M. 
By C. W. HOPE GILL 


We are meeting at a time when all we have 
been hoping and longing and working for during 
the past few years seems to be dashed to the 
ground. This should make us each approach our 
annual meeting in the deepest humility, filled 
with shame that we have not done or given half 
what we might or ought to have in order to 
prevent this war. 

I hope that these thoughts will so override 
everything else as to relegate to their proper 
place in the background (if not entirely cut of 
the agenda) all other rather petty and personal 
items which some of us no doubt fecl quite 
keenly about. This willingness to sink selfish, 
and perhaps sometimes even group whims and 
fancies is surely part of our pacifism, 1f it is to 
te worthy of the name, and if we are to make the 
AGM the success I am sure we all want it to be. 

The challenge we are now faced with, having 
failed to avert war, is surely the quite simple one 
of stopping it at the earliest possib!e moment. 
The precise means we feel right to use towards 
this end (which must inevitably vary con- 
siderably within such a movement as the Peace 
Pledge Union), or the exact terms of the peace 
or nature of the post-war world we would wish 
to see, must be recognized for what they are as 
purely subsidiary to the main issue. 

The supremely important thing for cach one 
of us to realize is that we have our own in- 
dividual share of responsibility for this war, 
and that we are now called on to make sacrifices 
both of our time and money tar greater than we 
may perhaps have hitherto dreamed of as 
possibly being demanded of us. 


Our Most Urgent Task: 
To Stop our National 


Moral Degeneration 
By J. MIDDLETON MURRY 


Mir. CHURCHILL has had his way: the 
AVE way of the strong, short-sighted man. 

A deliberate violation of Norwegian 
neutrality has had for its lightning con- 
sequence a yet greater evil—the occupation 
of Norway and Denmark by Germany. Mr. 
Chamberlain and the Press have been busy 
explaining that we are not to blame, be- 
cause the complicated German operation 
must have been begun before we laid mines 
in Norwegian waters. It would be good 
to be able to say that such statements will 
deceive nobody ; they will deceive nearly 
everybody. But the truth remains as is put 
by the Algemeen Handelsblad—a Dutch 
newspaper which to my own personal 
knowledge is deeply sympathetic to all that 
is best in the British tradition: 

“England and France have a_ great 
responsibility for the fate and future of 
Scandinavia. They were the first to 
infringe Norwegian neutrality by laying 
mines in teritorial waters, and thus they 
provoked German reprisals.” 

Thus a noble and exemplary Northern 
democracy has been treated by our Govern- 
ment as a corpus vile, and become the 
victim of our blind desire “ to prosecute the 
war.” We have in this case taken the 
initiative in throwing international 
morality over the house-top, and thus we 
have made the independent existence of 
Norway impossible. In consequence of our 
immorality, as far as human foresight can 
conjecture, this war for democracy will 
succeed in blotting democracy from the 
map of Europe. 


Rake's Progress 

To remind our statesmen of this is 
defeatism, or pro-Nazi propaganda. Yet we 
must go on and on reminding them of it 
until we are silenced. A nation cannot 
touch pitch without being defiled. You 
cannot defend the rights of small nations 
by violating them; or restore the inter- 
national morality of Europe by deliberately 
breaking its elementary laws. Rather than 
take the initiative in an attempt to restore 
peace, our strong men seize desperately at 
a chance of taking the initiative in intensi- 
fying war, regardless of justice. 

What superior morality there was in our 
cause is compromised, and in the effort to 
defend our action the national sense of 
right and wrong suffers one more degrec of 


BROOKS 


Towards A Socialist Democracy 


The Politics of Democratic Socialism. By E. F. 
M. Durbin. Routledge 7s Gd. 

PICTURE of man and his institutions, if it 

is to be in any sense complete, must be a 
composite picture. For example, an account of 
war in terms of any one of the social sciences 
might be positively misleading. History, 
psychology, anthropology. are all essential; 
cconomics and general sociology hardly less So. 
Therefore. Mr. Durbin argues, although sub- 
division in the social sciences is a »-actical 
necessity, the sub-division does not correspond to 
really separate ficlds, as is largely the case in 
the natural sciences; consequently there is urgent 
need for better and more constant co-ordination 
of the findings. 


The Politics of Democratic Socialism is an 
essay in this sort of co-ordinated inauiry, and a 
very successful one. There is a summary of the 
conclusions of modzrn psychology as to the 
origins of human co-operation and conflict. A 
study of the institutions of capitalism and of the 
far-reaching changes which have profoundly 
modified the system in recent years. A critical 
examination of the cconomte theories and 
political strategics of Communism, in the course 
of which the author, while insisting that much of 
the work of Marx and Engels is valid and valu- 
able, manages most effectively to dislodge the 
materialist interpretation of history and ats 
attendant doctrines of class struggle and prole- 
tarian revolution from the position of intcllectual 
dictatorship which they have consistently 
assumed. 


Rejecting the method of revolution and dicta- 
torship, Mr. Durbin discusses the suitability of 
the democratic method to the requirements of a 
progressive sotialism. Despite its shortcomings, 
democracy is not found wanting. Finally from 
all this materia! a socialist programme and 
strategy are deduced, largely coinciding with the 
official programme of the British Labour Party. 


Having, I hope, said enough to indicate that 
The Politics of Democratic Socialism is a book 
to be read by every intelligent pacifist, as much 
for its broad and informed outlook as for its dis- 
tinguished and lucid argument, may I add in all 
humility that Mr. Durbin’s ignorance of, and 
consequent misrepresentation of the pacifist posi- 
tion is nothing less than scandalous. Pacifism, 
Mr. Durbin will have it, is a neurotic philosophy, 
so much for Jesus and Buddha—to say nothing 
of Mr. Gandhi. Pacifism teaches utter, absolute, 


disorganized, unconditional surrender to any and 
every evil, ie, “ non-resistance.” 


This, of*course, is nonsense. Coming from an 
author whose efforts have signally helped to 
spread the practice of ‘non-violent resistance” 
as the way of treating aggressiveness in children; 
aggressiveness in the unbalanced individual who 
visits a psycho-analyst; and the aggressiveness 
of Conservative elements in the community faced 
with the ever-rising tide of equalitarian opinion 
~from such an author the misunderstanding is 
saddening. Why is it that cminent sociologists 
will not face the great need of our time, the 
need for an extension of these “non-violent” 
methods into the larger spheres of group con- 
flict? Why do they so sedulously ignore the 
tremendously significant history of the Indian 
National Congress movement? Surely it is only 
when these means have been fully examined 
and, perhaps, reluctantly rejected, that we are 
even entitled to think of resorting to war? 


I have the impression that, overwhelmed by 
a sickening disgust at the brutalities in Germany 
and Russia, Mr. Durbin has turned his eyes to 
war; his gaze is caught in a hypnotized stare. 
But all his great good will and intelligence arc 
striving to make his head turn to those signiti- 
cant events in India and the emaciated little 
lawyer who has played so strange and significant 
a part in the events of our times. For Mr. 
Durbin says on one page that we must be ready 
to defend our society by force is necessary. But 
on the next page he breaks out: “If the method 
is to be that of warfare. then the hope of justice 
must be indefinitely postponed ... all those 
who fight must carry the guilt of destruction in 


their hearts.” 
Roy Walker 


—— 


“UNION NOW” 


‘ The publishers, Jonathan Cape, have now 
issued, at 7s. 6d.. the first cheap English edition 
of Clarence Streit’s Union Nou, detailing the 
author’s plan for a “Federal Union of the 
Democracies of the North Atlantic.” 

The book was reviewed in Peace News, on 
May 12 last, by W. B. Curry, who has since 
writen the Penguin Special, The Case for 
Federal Union. 


degradation. Says the News Chronicle: 
“Tt seems almost strange now to think that 
a few hours ago heads were wagging about 
Britain’s minelaying in Norwegian waters. 
In a night Hitler has put that episode in 
its proper perspective.” Thus in a night a 
crime becomes an episode in this rake’s 
progress of out-bidding one another in evil, 
which is modern war. 

It is imperative that we, who take our 
stand as absolute opponents of war, should, 
realize that one of the most urgent of our 
tasks is to resist this process of moral 
degeneration: this incessant debasement of 
the coinage of morality. For it is 
this deterioration which makes peace 
impossible. 

To convince people of the inherent 
rottenness of the notion of doing evil that 
good may come, is no doubt supremely 
difficult in time of war, simply because war 
in itself is based upon that notion. Never- 
theless, there are very many people who 
sincerely believe that this country could do 
no other than go to War against Hitler, and 
yet are capable of being profoundly 
shocked by the immorality of our violation 
of Norwegian neutrality. 


What We Must Do 


Their position may not be logically con- 
sistent. Conscience seldom is. But their 
scruples are an immensely important cle- 
mens in the moral consciousness of the 
nation: the consciousness that is at least 
mindful of the things that belong to peace. 

It is perhaps the greatest of our duties to 
keep this consciousness alive, and to in- 
crease and reinforce it how and where we 
may. For it is only within the atmosphere 
of this consciousness that we can be active 
and effective. Every diminution of that 
consciousness is so much grounc lost to the 
potentiality of peace. 

To prevent that  consciousnéss from 
shrinking, to help it to extend, calls for all 
the imagination and tact we possess. We 
have to avoid the appearance of white- 
washing Herr Hitler. Our concern is with 
the growing callousness towards truth and 
morality in our own country under the 
stress of war. Let .us concentrate on 
resisting that. 


EAST RENFREW 
BY-ELECTION : 
WRIT SOON 


IFT is expected that the writ for the East 
Renfrew by-election will be issued at 
the end of this weck. or at the beginning of 
next. 

Every day’s delay is to the advantage of 

the “ Stop the War ” candidate. Miss Annie 
Maxton, who has the support of all the 
jorganisations represented on the former 
Scottish Anti-War Council. Already her 
campaign machine is ready for the contest, 
but helpers are still needed to ensure that 
the pacifist and socialist message will be 
brought to every corner of this far-flung 
Scottish constituency. 

Committce rooms have now been opcned at 
Knightswood, Renfrew. Mosspark Nitshill, Barr- 
head, Thornliebank, Cathcart and Queers Park. 
Volunteers may learn where they may best offer 
their services by applying to the ILP Head- 
quarters, 48 Dundas Street, Glasgow, or to the 
ILP Rooms, Cogan Street, Barrhead. 

Ameng prominent Labour Party, Trade Union 
and Co-operative members supporting Miss 
Maxton are: Lord Ponsonby, R. Alex Wood 
(Chairman of the PPU), Wilfred Wellcck (Latour 
candidate for Stourbridge), W. H. Mcrris :'Labour 
candidate for Hampstead)* Cecil H. Wilson MP. 
Emrys Hughes (Editor of Forward), Oliver 
Brown (Sccttisn Nationalist candidate in the last 
two elections in East Renfrew), and Frank 
Hancock (ex-Labour candidate for Monmouth, 
Lewes and Salisbury). 


North Battersea Candidate 

Miss Beatrice Underwood, of 6 Digdens 
Rise, Woodcote Green Road, Epsom, 
writes : 

“It is mentioned in Peace News that Eric 
Joyce is contesting the North Battersea Parlia- 
mentary by-election as a Stop-the-War candidate. 

“JT was present at one of his meetings yester- 
day. The people were informed that he was 
“no wishy-washy pacifist or a conscientious 
objector.” He also said that he had passed his 
army medical examination, and would be called 
up in a few days. 

“Tf he hopes to stop the war, how can he do 
so if he himself becomes part of the war 
machine? In my opinion he gave no satisfactory 
answer to his hearers.” 
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THE BOND OF PEACE 


THE HUMAN PERSON 
AND SOCIETY 
By Eric Gill 

PACIFISM is a positive faith; it is the 

faith of those who believe that men 
are made for peace and that peace is not 
only natural to men but is that state of 
affairs in which alone men can fulfil them- 
selves. The primary work of the PPU is 
not the stopping of war, but the prepara- 
tion of peace. 

Man is both matter and spirit, but the 
primacy is of the spirit. We neglect our 
material conditions at our peril, but to 
deny our spiritual nature is damnation. 
Moreover our spiritual nature is seen not 
only in individuals, but also in groups of 
men, and by co-operation we develop not 
only society, but our own inner natures. 
We are all members of one another, and 
though we may choose to allow private 
custody and-use of property, it must al- 
ways be an ownership subject to the 
common good. 

While custody of property is truly 
personal there is no reason to suppose that 
the natural animal propensity to take 
rather than to give cannot be duly curbed 
and subjected to the common good. But 
the ownership of large concerns has long 
become entirely impersonal and therefore 
irresponsible. Impersonal methods of pro- 
duction take away from the worker the 
sense of personal pleasure and responsi- 
bility. Leisure becomes, instead of a 
refreshment from work, an idol. 

Religion and patriotism have been the 
two bases of society. Modern capitalism 
is independent-of both, but it has failed, 
and the war of today is the product not of 
men of business, but the inevitable re- 
action of a world which has lost its true 
standards of judgment. Democracy has 
failed, because it has been diverted from 
its proper object, the responsibility and in- 
tegrity of the individual person. In this 
crisis, the PPU, by its affirmation of the 
supreme value of the human person, is 
determined to make a stand. 


* 


THE STARTING POINT 
OF PACIFISM 


By Canon C. E. Raven 

‘TO attain the human way it is not enough 
to talk at large about the supreme 
value of human personality, or about in- 
dustry as co-operation for service, or about 
politics as the means of securing the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number. 
We have for so long ignored the human 
way and been content to organize our 
education and citizenship and business in 
neglect of it, that to recover it will mean 
something in the nature of a revolution, 
first in our thought and then in our actions. 
Pacifism means taking. the other man as 
he is in the whole of him, believing in the 
best in him, and making the best out of 
him: it is the opposite of war which is 
taking the other man at his worst and 
making the worst out of him. If we are not 
people who are good to live with, people 
who are in the real sense reconcilers, then 
our Peace Pledge is of little use; for we 
are not renouncing war, but only contract- 
ing out of military service: we are not 


BOARDING 


A Digest of the P.P. 


U.’s Four Pamphlets 


on the Implications of Pacifism 


Mr. George H. Hickinbotham, of 28 Gorse Rise, Grantham, has written to the 
Editor expressing “my appreciation and that of many members of the Grantham 
Group of the Peace Pledge Union for the splendid series of pamphlets recently 


published on ‘The Bond of Peace. 


There is no doubt that (though the literary 


output of the movement is of a wonderfully high standard) in the production of 
these four booklets, the Forethought Committee, the authors and those responsible 


have surpassed anything hitherto reached. Our job (and by ‘our’ 


rank ard file of the PPU) is to see that 


thinking section of our community.” 


I mean the 
this literature is circulated, and read by 


For the benefit of those who have still not read the four pamphlets 


(which are obtainable from the PPU, 


Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 


Street, W.C.1, at 3d. each), and to give some indication of their contents, 
we print below a short summary of each. A criticism of Wilfred Wellock’s 


appears at the end. 


peace-makers, but only war-shirkers. 

The practical task of pacifism is the 
achievement of a human way of living. 
That seems a vague and disappointingly 
commonplace demand. Most reformers— 
all of them, except a few great religious 
geniuses—have set themselves to one of 
two tasks; either to the converting of in- 
dividuals by persuading or compelling 
them to accept new ideas and undertake 
new activities, or to the revolutionizing of 
society. by economic reconstruction or 
political upheaval, by mass effort and 
large-scale change. Slowly we are begin- 
ning to be sceptical about either method: 
“convert the individuals and the social 
order can take care of itself” is hardly less 
demonstrably unsatisfactory-than “ trans- 
form the social order and the individuals 
wil! conform to it.” 

We cannot contract out. In these days 
when the social nexus makes every one of 
us dependent upon the labour and lives of 
humanity, absolute non-co-operation is im- 
possible. But if we cannot contract out, 
we cannot and on no account must be per- 
suaded to acquiesce. Progress is made 
when men fastening upon a particular 
manifestation of evil stake their all upon 
the effort to secure its overthrow. It is 
here that the pacifist has today his special 
opportunity. He knows that war is not the 
only evil, but it happens to be the particu- 
lar symptom most manifestly destructive, 
most élearly recognized as a monstrous 
evil, most widely repudiated by the con- 
science of the race. As such it is the 
strategic point at which an onslaught up- 
on the evil of the world should be directed. 

Humanity does not want mutual murder, 
nor to live in a prison or mad-house: in 
the fellowship of a fully personalized 
social order it can find both the instrument 
and the goal of its aspirations. 


* 


MONEY HAS DESTROYED 
YOUR PEACE 


By Wilfred Wellock 


W248 is but the culmination of a social 

system which from beginning to end 
sacrifices the most precious thing in crea- 
tion, human personality, in the interest of 
the aggrandisement and domination of a 
class. Increasingly, as the thing we call 
civilization advances, men are robbed of 
freedom—freedom to choose their avoca- 
tion, to determine the nature and quality 
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of their work, and eventually to organize 
public opinion and even to express their 
views. They are first tied to an industrial 
machine, then to a voting’ machine, later 
to a fighting machine called total war, and 
finally to a social machine called totali- 
tarianism. 

Superficially, what is now going on is a 
series of conflicts for territorial power. 
But the real cause of this aggression is the 
economic impasse which has overtaken a 
whole series of nations. By the end of 
the nineteenth century most of the back- 
ward areas had been swallowed up by the 
more advanced great Powers. We are now 
at the stage at which the big fishes swallow 
up the little fishes, and the world is rapidly 
being carved up into seven economic 
units, which threaten to fight one another 
for world mastery. 

But the victory of no one of them can 
ensure the continuance of capitalism. 
which is doomed by the failure of its own 
profit-making principle. For in the post- 
war crisis every big Power will adopt the 
“Ottawa” policy, and Britain and France 
will have a narrower range of markets to 
draw on than ever before. In that slump 
the new generation is likely to accept 
totalitarianism either from the Right or 
the Left, for a century of the machine age 
has meant the destruction of craft, of re- 
sponsibility, and of independence of mind. 

In this situation we must face the fact 
that there is no royal road to social salva- 
tion. The immediate need is for a wide- 
spread and ceaseless campaign of public 
education on the facts of the situation, on 
the human gains and losses from the 
capitalist system; on the meaning of true 
democracy, and on the possibilities of 
attaining such democracy in this age of 
abundance. 


* 


THE BROTHERHOOD 
‘OF PEACE 


By J. Middleton Murry 


‘THE conscious pacifist today is driven 

forward until he discovers that, in 
spite of all his dreams and desires, he is 
involved in a vast process of necessity, and 
that the narrow margin of his effective 
freedom thins to a thread. What has 
created this hideous society is the substitu- 
tion of the Moral Law for the Law of Love, 
and consequent magnification of Selfhood. 
The Law cannot conquer the Selfhood. 
Only Love can. 

That is the meaning of the situation in 
which the pacifist actually is. In so far as 
he imagines that he has a blue-print of a 
new and peaceful world, he is simply de- 
ceiving himself. What he knows is how 
vast and tremendous a revolution is re- 
quired in order to make a world capable of 
peace : which is a different matter entirely. 

Nothing could well be simpler than to 
say that our work is to create the con- 
ditions of peace. But as we learn to 
appreciate all that is involved in that en- 
terprise, we realize that our task is none 
other than a new evangelization of the 
world. Some of us believe, deeply, that the 
only unfailing source of inspiration in such 
a task is the everliving Christ; to others 
that means little. But these last will not 
deceive themselves into the notion that 
anything less than a new evangelization of 
the world is required, or that their mission 
is not essentially religious. 

As like as not, there are a thousand 
different ways—or even aS many ways as 
there are members of the brotherhood—of 
achieving the optimum towards creative 
peace in the baffling and complex situation 
of which we are tiny elements. 
hope to be secure and certain only in the 


We can 


relation which exists between ourselves. 
Provided. we are truly members one of 
another, so that each of us can Jook to the 
others for understanding and help in what 
his hand finds to do or dare in selfless 
action, we may hope as a body to be works 
ing effectively for the salvation of society. 
We shall be renewing its texture as and 
where we can, overcoming death by life, 
setting a period here and there to the 
process of mechanized decay. 

This work cannot be done except by 
fully conscious men who understand the 
nature and necessity of their own inalien- 
able responsibility. It is inherent in the 
situation that there shall be neither leader 
nor lead to follow in the old familiar sense. 
The men of peace cannot be saved from 
experience, from the pains of thought and 
the agonies of indecision. Each one must 
become in himself a responsible and crea 
tive man, who knows that he will find no 
peace in his own soul until he has found 
the work of which he can say : “ This work 
that I do is valid; it makes for life; it is 
a true and holy thing.” 


* 


Land Monopoly 


; To the Editor. 
While admiring the sentiments which inspired 
Wilfred Wellock’s booktet, Money has destroye¢ 


your peace, and agreeing with much of what hé | 


says therein, I must disagree entirely witn his 
diagnosis of the causes of our present economi¢ 


chaos and with his dating of the beginning of the | 


processes which led to it. 


He says that the trouble started at tne com- 


mencement of the machine age. Actually it be 
gan long before that—in the fifteenth century 
when the “sturdy beggar” in search of employe 
ment was first seen in this country This 
phenomenon coincided with and was the result 
of the land enclosures. As more and more 1a” 
became privately owned, so unemploynent grews 
and, despite increased production of food aD 
goods, poverty and pauperism spread. 

The machine age speeded up. the process of 
pauperization, but was not the cause of it. 

Land monopoly is the root cause of poverty 


and unemployment and therefore of tariffs, which 


were intended to check unemployment, but /¢ 
to war. 

Finally, “the operation of the machine” does 
not depend upon money—it depends on Jabout 
and access to land and raw materials. ~ If theré 
were no such thing as money, machines woul 
still work, provided labour and raw materi 
were available, 
thing else we use and eat, come from land. Thé 
landowners control the very source of everythiDs 
—their power is paramount. 

G. D. McKELLEN. 

35 Beresford Crescent, 

Newcastle, Staffs. 


Japanese Soldier on 
the Chinese 


“When I see Chinese prisoners % 
farmers there is one thing which al-vay9 
fills my heart with a certain queer feeling 
and that is the fact that they resemble 9? 
much the Japanese. . . They look liké 
us, indeed so much; it is almost embarra® 
sing. Perhaps it is only my meaningle 
sentimentalism .-.. still I cannot on! 
feeling a slight ache in my heart wheg 
think that those Chinese soldiers - 
should reserable us so much as to cern 
us of our own next-door neighbour, 
Though we fight for a cause, I have alway 
felt this irksome feeling."—From War ad 
the Soldier, a novel by Ashihei Hin 
Putnam (recently published). 


(SERIAL CONFERENCE 
“Can the War Stop?” 


3rd WEEK-END 


* 
SATURDAY, 20th APRIL 
3 p.m. WILFRED WELLOCK. 
4.30 p.m. Tea (6d,}. 
5.30 p.m. Discussion on the Address 
7 p.m. Supper (Is.}. 
8 p.m. Music. 


SUNDAY, 21st APRIL 


12.15 p.m. Fellowship Meeting. 
I p.m. Lunch (Is. 3d_). 

2 p.m. SYBIL MORRISON. 
3.30 p.m. Tea (6d.). 

4.30 p.m. Discussion. 


AT 
THE DICK SHEPPARD 
MEMORIAL = CLUB, 


Oxford Streets 


| Binney Street, 
London, W.|1 xy 
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PEACE 


A Hateful Job, 
Says Tribunal 
Member 


cs NE of the worst jobs of my life,” 

was how Alderman Aveling described 
his work as a member of the North- 
Western Tribunal for COs to the annual 
meeting of Suuthport Chamber of Com- 
merce recently. It was hateful ard it was 
tiring. 

“If you had to sit and listen to what we 
had to listen to, and had not a sense of 
humour, you would be worried to death 
and think we, as a country, were going to 
the devil,” he said. 

Some of the cases were almost un- 
believable, and he referred to a full-time 
member of the Manchester AFS who had 
been before the tribunal that day. This 
man, said Alderman Aveling, said he 
would not put the fire out or rescue the 
airmen if a plane fell in flames at the air- 
port or in the Town Hall Square, and that 
he would not help to put a fire out at a 
barracks and help to rescue soldiers who 
might be there. 

“You can understand the feelings of a 
man who has toe listen to that sort of 
thing, and keep his temper, and’ give his 
decision as to whether that man is a con- 
scientious man or not,” said Alderman 
Aveling. “When you have a whole lot of 
them coming before you, you may feel it 
is terrible, as far as the country is con- 
cerned, but then vou say to yourself it 
takes all sorts to make a world.” 


(See story in next column.) 


WeesceserceccenLeeshLedTceesHceceRerecAdceesssecerevennenseeeelpeasechavestoceoueuseeTkFaneaTeseeDeeseeceeasPeaesEs: 
eeecereeeeeesere 


PEACE NEWS 


SUMMARY 


Ss "THERE may be a war on but our cause 

isn’t failing. Pacifist influence and 
thought is gaining more and more ground, 
despite all the bellicose speeches we hear 
Over the wireless.” So writes a Guiseley 


(Yorkshire) reader. 
Our summary of the week's peace news proves 
the truth of his words. It falls mainly into two 


Parts: activity in the political and religious 
Spheres. : 
* s * 
OLITICAL activity has naturally . been 


dominated by the situation arising out of 
the spreading of the war to the North. 

A conference of London and Home Counties 
members of the Labour Party Pacifist Fellow- 
ship was held at Friends House on Saturday. 

Mrs. Agnes Hardie, MP, said pacifists should 
not be discouraged by the present situation. 
There wouid be a reaction against it. 

Further details of activities can be had from 
the Hon. Secretary, Councillor W. C. Ellictt, 
86 Hanworth Road, Redhill, Surrey. 

The executive of the Independent Labour 
Party, meeting in London on Saturday, unani- 
Mously adopted a statement declaring: “The 
Small nations are the victims of the struggle of 
the great powers to secure possession of the 
€conomic resources necessary for their im- 
Perialist conflict.” It called on the workers of 
all lands not only to demand an armistice, but 
to strive to secure a peace which shall end the 
System of imperialism.” 

The executive committee of the No Conscrip- 
tion League also protested last week “at this 
dragging in of neutral peoples in a struggle be- 
‘Ween two rival imperialist Powers.” It added: 

We renew our determination to end the capi- 
talist system that causes these bloody conflicts, 
and to build out of the fraternity of the peoples 
4 socialist world.” 

* a e 

OW for activity in the religious sphere. The 
5 Rev. B. J. Coggle, a Methodist Minister, of 
“5 Bridgewater Road, Walkden, near Manchester, 
Sends us a statement of “ Eight Solid Reasons for 
demanding Peace Now.” It was drawn up for 
pec’ circles, and he would welcome comments 

it. 

His eight reasons for demanding peace, in 
Summarized form, are: 

1. Because war is a sin against God and a 
Crime against man; 2. Because war is futile for 
the purposes of God’s will; 3. Because the 
Method of war degrades those who participate 
4n it; 4. Because it is a terrific gamble with the 
tives and moral characters of millions; 5. Be- 
Cause the war will ruin the chances of a real 
Peace for a long time to come; 6. Because human 
Personality is more ultimate and more impor- 
ant than the State; 7. Because the punishment 
°f sin is God’s work and will certainly be accom- 
Plished; 8. Because there is a truly Christian 
alternative to war... We are called to emulate 

© forgiveness of Christ and to overcome evil 
With good. 

s Another pacifist minister, the well-known Rev. 
ey Spencer, of Hope Street Unitarian 
onal Liverpool, has published a pamphlet 
Pe itled: The Christian Church and the Prince of 
ae A Historical Survey. Copies are obtain- 
a © from him at 8 Greenheys Road, Liverpool 8, 
14d each or 9d. a dozen (post free). 
hoa’ Baptist Pacifist Fellowship, which will 

d its annual meeting in Kingsway Hall, 
, <2 at 3 p.m. on April 30 (to be followed by 
ite Uw Dlic meeting at 7 p.m.), has just published 

Teport, telling of increasing membership and 
Activity, 

C3 = 


e 
JPorranr facts relating to the increasingly 
re ous position of refugees in this country 
ni revealed in a joint foreword contributed to 
ay portant refugee.pamphlet (published yester- 
buy, Thursday) by the Archbishop of Canter- 
the a,u® Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, 
derator of the Church of Scotland and 
frator of the National Federal Council 
a Vangelical Free Churches of England. 
the pamphlet is entitled The Present Position of 
Ouncil gees, and is published by The Christian 
Urone for Refugees from Germany and Central 
€, Bloomsbury House, Bloomsbury Street, 


that on, W.C.1; it may be obtained free from 
address, 


Strong Criticism 


Objectors’ 


NEWS 


of N.W. 
Tribunal 


SINCE COMING OF NEW JUDGE, 
IS “ONE OF THE WORST” 


PNFORMATION supplied to Peace News by. an observer on the 


x 


spot indicates that conscientious objectors who appear before 


the North-Western Tribunal are suffering from the absence of Judge 
Burgis, who is still an invalid following the recent assault upon him. 


The conduct of his successor, Judge R. C. Essenhigh, is described as 
“ appalling,” in contrast to his own painstaking and dignified procedure. 


On taking his seat on the Bench for the 
first time on April 8 (writes a correspon- 
dent) Judge Essenhigh condemned the 
attack on Judge Burgis and expressed sym- 
pathy with him, sentiments which every 
pacifist will endorse. He then went on to 
express his doubt as to whether he could 
adequately fill his place—an opinion in 
which the observers of the Manchester 
Advisory Committee for Pacifists concur. 

Judge Essenhigh frequently refers to his 
war service. It is recalled that Judge 
Burgis, who served as a major during the 
Great War, has never found it necessary to 
make reference to this fact. 

The questioning of applicants is now long 
and severe, besides being largely irrelevant. 
Many rhetorical questions are put, such as 
a recital of outrages, concluding, “is that 
what you’re supporting?” to which the 
applicant’s reply passes almost unnoticed. 
Applicants receive scant sympathy if they 
base their cases on political grounds, yet 
religious objectors are often expected to 
produce political programmes. 

On the first day the Chairman quoted 
Old Testament texts"in support of war, to 


which an applicant replied that Christ had 
superseded this in preaching a God of love; 
to which the Judge replied triumphantly, 
“But the Old Testament is the word of 
God, and God was the Father of Christ, 
wasn’t He?” 

The decisions for the first week were: 


Unconditional exemption .. Se 7 
Conditional exemption ee ee WV 
Non-combatant service is oe 21 
Military Register unconditionally... 16 

61 


1 adjourned. 

One or two other members of the 
Tribunal, taking their cue from the Chair- 
man, have also become fiercely intolerant. 
It is difficult to detect any attempt to 
understand or assess the consciences of 
applicants, who are merely browbeaten 
with rhetorical and irrelevant questions in 
what must now be reckoned one of the 
worst Tribunals in the country. 

s * « 


The Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors has 
addressed a letter of sympathy to Mr. Justice 
Burgis deploring the recent attack made upon 
Lim. 


Photographed As 
He Registered 


ME. LESLIE WINN, who registered as 2 

conscientious objector at Westmin- 
ster Labour Exchange on the Saturday be- 
fore last, was taken into a separate room 
and, while he was being asked the usual 
questions, was suddenly photographed by 
flash-light. 


He immediately made inquiries as to the 
reason and was informed that he need not 
worry as his photograph was not intended 
for the press but was for official purposes. 
Mr. Winn says that he saw a man with a 
camera while he was waiting in the queue 
but ussumed that he was simply a press 
photographer, 

In addition to the official who questioned 
him there were other clerks in the room 
apparently engaged on their normal duties, 
but the room seemed to have been arranged 
with a screen, &c., to ensure that as he sat 
at the table it was possible to obtain a pho- 
tograph of his semi-profile. 


Inquiries are being made by Stuart 
Morris as to the purpose of this procedure. 


POLICE “MISTAKE” 


When Victor Duker, a CO, was arrested on 
March 8, he was not charged or brought before 
a civil magistrate. (Duker’s appeal against a 
decision of non-combatant duties was dismissed 
by the Appellate Tribunal in December. He has 
since accepted service.) 

Cecil Wilson, MP, sent a report of the case to 
Sir John Anderson, whose reply stated “that 
the police made a mistake in procedure in this 
case,” and added: 

“Tt appears that the police were misled by 
the terms of a communication received from the 
military authorities requesting this man's arrest, 
with the result that upon a military escort 
arriving for him, they handed him over to the 
escort. He was arrested in the afternoon and 
it would not have been possible for him to have 
been brought before a court until the next morn- 
ing; he was handed over to the military at 8 p.m. 
The action taken, therefore, saved him a night 
in the cells, and was not, I understand, the sub- 
ject of any protest on his part.... The police 
officers concerned have expressed their regret 
for the error and instructions are being issued 
by the police which, I hope, will obviate the 
recurrence of any such incident in future.” 


“THOU SHALT 
NOT... ” 


THE Southport Journal (April 5), writing 

of conscientious objectors’ continued 
use of Biblical quotations, and of Judge 
Hargreaves’ claim that the Sixth Com- 
mandment (which objectors give as: 
“Thou shalt not kill”) says: “Thou shalt 
do no murder,” points out that it is “alla 
matter of whether you are going to take 
your Commandments‘ from the Bible or 
from the Prayer Book. The Prayer Book 
version is Judge Hargreaves’. The Bible 
says: ‘Yhou shalt not kill’ ” 


Pacifists Back 
Strikers in 


Support of C.O. 


(CONGRATULATIONS upon his branch's 

stand in striking in support of a’ con- 
scientitious objector who was dismissed 
have been sent to the secretary of the Man- 
chester No. 2 branch of the Amalgamated 
Upholsterers’ Union by the group leader of 
the Openshaw group of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 

The Daily Express reported that besides 
twenty men who refused to work without 
the dismissed objector, another hundred 
had refused to work with him. The Daily 
Worker report, however, made no mention 
of the latter. 

The trade union branch, in any event, 
gave its support to the men who struck 
work on behalf of the CO. 


31,112 Objectors 


THE number of conscientious objectors 

who have registered since the intro- 
duction of conscription is 31,112—not 26,681 
as we stated last week. The error arose 
through failure to include those who 
registered on March 9. 

In apologizing for the mistake we would 
thank the correspondents who have written 
to point it out. 

The correct figure, given above, still does 
not include late registrations—by post, &c., 
—of those in the 20—26 age group, which 
registered on April 6. 


Facts and 
Figures 


RITING in the March, 1940, issue of 

Harper's Magazine, Frank C. Hanighen, 
the well-known American author who has 
specialized in the investigation of the arms 
industry, stated that: 


More than 2,000 freight cars of coke arrive 
every day at Athus, a Belgian railway junction 
near the point where the frontiers of Belgium, 
Luxemburg and France meet. Most of the coke 
comes from Germany, and “one part flows into 
neutral Luxemburg, the other into belligerent 
France.” 


Ore from the French iron mines of Lorraine 
goes to Athus, where a Belgian firm sends train- 
loads of it to Germany (iron is made by smelting 
the ore with coke). “ According to one estimate 
I have received, at least 1,000 tons of French iron 
ore per day were taking this route to Germany 
in the middle of November. According to another 
estimate a morith later, by the Iron Age, these 
shipments ran to more than 20 times this amount. 


(The February-March issue of the New York 
Conscientious Objector reported that the state- 
ment in the Iron Age which is the organ of the 
American steel industry, “ though denied in Paris, 
is confirmed by an Associated Press dispatch from 
Brussels,” and also that “a spokesman for the 
British Ministry of Economic Warfare” had told 

correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune 
that certain classes of manufactured goods, drugs 
and surgical instruments “ would be allowed to 
pass the Allied blockade on German exports since 
they could be turned to the advantage of the 
Allies.") 

* 


Though Luxemburg is neutral, her steel 
industry’ (which Peter Rhodes, United Press 
correspondent, reported from Remich, Luxem- 
burg, early last October is supplied: with German 
coke in exchange for iron ore) is dominated by 
two big companies that are controlled by French 
interests. On the board of directors of one of 
these, Arbed, are the famous French arms manu- 
facturer, Eugene Schneider (as Vice-President) 
and two other representatives of Schneider 
interests, as well as other Frenchmen. (The 
names are given in the Index Financier for June 
11, 1939, and up to November 1 no change.had 
been announced in French or German financial 
papers). 


The president of Arbed (Gaston Barbanson) 
and another member of its board (Leon Kaufman) 
are also vice-president and president respectively 
of the Banque Internationale de Luxemburg, 
whose board of directors includes two other 
Frenchmen (both directors of the Paris bank, 
Union Parisienne—“ Schneider’s bank” and three 
Germans. 


(According to official Norwegian statistics 
quoted by “authoritative Norwegian sources in 
London” as reported in The Times on April 2, 
following were the exports of Swedish ore via 
Narvik to Germany and Great Britain in January 
and February, 1939 and 1940: 


Germany Britain 
1939: Tons Tons 
January .. Ds oe 487,890 67,730 
February .. ae we 475,482 70,234 
1940; 
January .. ee 0 281,740 148,291 
February .. e . 99,391 131,855 
So it seems at least possible that the supplies 


cf iron ore reaching Germany from France via 
Luxemburg have been greater than the supplies- 
from Sweden via Narvik. 


THE REAL DEFEAT 


Toward the end of the Great War there 
appeared in the Magazine of Augustine 
Church, Edinburgh (according to a corre- 
spondent of The Friend), some such words 
as the following, written by the Minister, 
who himself had lost a son earlier in the 
war: 

“When I see the Minister for Air justify- 
ing the bombardment of open German 
towns, on the plea that the Germans began 
this practice. then I know that the heel of 
Germany is, not on the neck, but on the 
soul of Britain.” 


By Special Request 


The history of Lord Tavistock's Peace effort and his conversations 
and correspondence with Lord Halifax have arrested public atten- 
tion. Broadcast this booklet—it brings home the whole futility of 
the war and exposes, from their own mouths, the Government's 
complete inability to provide justification. 


THE FATE OF 


A PEACE 
EFFORT 


By 
THE MARQUESS 
OF TAVISTOCK 


From K. Gray, 13 John 


Popular Edition 


D. 


4d. by post. 
50 copies 10s. 
Post free. 


Street, London, W.C.| 


PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


PACIFISTS Escape from 


ANDSOCIETY fy 


THE commonest reproach which we as 

pacifists have to face in war-time is 
that by refusing to help in the war effort 
we are evading our responsibilities to the 
community, whose services to ourselves 
are continuing in present circumstances 
only because others are participating in 
war. 

What are the fundamental! ethics of this prob- 
lem? Surely the individual comes first. If a 
person exists in a community, the community is 
under a moral obligation to supply to him all 
that he needs to live the fullest life of which he 
is capable. At the same time the individual is 
under a moral obligation:to give service to the 
utmost of his capacity. 

In my view, the one obligation does not depend 
on the proper fulfilment of the other. A more} 
obligation is not a legal bargain The Christian 
God, whom Christ told us to imitate, pours His 
good gifts on all who nced them irrespective of 
their deserts. The modern scieniific outlcok 
towards delinquents and the mentally sick does 
not lay on the individual, punishment for what is 
regarded as the effects of internal constitution 
and external environment. There is no ethical 
evasion from the obligation of the community 
to care for the useless or the wicked equally with 
the noblest or most useful, according to the needs 
of each. 

The obligation of the individual to the com- 
munity is no less unconditional. The community 
consists of other individuals to whom he owes 
the same duty as the community towards him- 
self. The pacifist might argue that the com- 
munity has broken faith with him, by adherence 
to a policy which has resulted in calamity which 
deprives him, along with others, of many of the 
richest things of life, but which he has exerted 
himself to avert. It is the rejection of pacifism 
which entails that the bare necessari2s are now 
provided only at a cost in suffering which is out- 
rageous in a world of abundance. But that 
failure of the community towards himself does 
not absolve him from his own obligation. There 
can be no bargaining, in relationships on an 
ethical basis. “Love has no rights.” On moral 
grounds, there is only the unrestricted obliga- 
tion to service on both sides 

Thus the constructive pacifist does not refuse 
war service because the community kas broken 
faith with him, but because he regards such 
“service” as morally wrong and consequently 
harmful to his country. He spends himself un- 
sparingly in peace-time in service to all, and the 
service which in peace-time is due of him to- 
wards the community, is due of him even more 
in its time of suffering. Only by taking upon 
himself the burden of the group of which he is 
a living member, irrespective of their attitude 
towards himself and their rejection of his 
message, can he help to overcome sin and lift 
the community to enduring life. 


CAECILIA E. M. PUGH. 
6 Hartley Avenue, Plymouth. 


Life and Death 


We have got too much butter and bacon in 
the country and not enough “munitions! ” 
Millions of people cannot afford to buy butter 
ind bacon at the Government’s price and so im- 
portation of butter and bacon is to be “cut” by 
one-third! 

At the same time the Government is spending 
huge sums on advertisements, &c. trying to 
persuade those millions who cannot afford bacon 
and butter. at the Government’s price, to 
economise still further on food, so that ships 
can bring still less food but more “munitions” 
into the country! 

These advertisements give four groups of food- 
stuffs, one item at least from each group being 
advised for a balanced diet; “cheese” is tn- 
cluded in three groups, and bread in the fourth, 
so that a diet of bread and cheese and water—the 
stuff that lions drink—and some dandelions and 
nettels recommended by the BBC would provide 
a well-balanced diet for the population, at a 
great economy of food, shipping space and 
“cash!” 

Now, sir, all that unused “cash’ could be 
spent on munitions and nearly every ship could 
be “bunged full” with explosives. bumbers, 
shells, bombs, machine guns, &c., literally sink- 
ing with civilization and not food! This simple 
scheme would solve all the Government’s war 
problems, in fact, the problem of life and death— 
enough “munitions” for death, and enough food 
for life! 

PATRIOT, 


We have space for only a few of the 
letters we receive. 

Other things being ecqual, letters of 
about 200 words stand the best chance 
of publication. 


A manifesto setting out main principles which 
should govern colonial policy in any post-war 
settlement has been issued by the Anti-Slavery 
and Aborigines Protection Society, Denison 
House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W.1. It has 


been prepared with the assistance of men and 
women with varied but large actual experience 
of the problem, and is available in pamphlet 
form, price 6d., under the title Native Races, the 
War and Peace Aims. 


It is advisable to book space for 

DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS 

not less than a week before date of issue. 

Otherwise the heavy demands on our 

space may result in prospective adver- 
tisers being disappointed 

(Rates on application) 


ploitation 


S an ex-Service man who survived four 
vears of the last war firmly convinced 
of the sanity and essential justice of the 
pacifist argument, I have lately become a 
regular reader of Peace News, but have to 
confess my disappointed bewilderment at 
the bitter political bias and utter lack of 
realist’ shown by many of your writers. 


Some of these good folk naively argue that 
German National-Socialism is an evil thing to 
be exterminated root and branch, whilst com- 
placently agreeing that it was born of German 
sufferings resulting from Versailles. Others 
condemn Fascism but have to admit that this 
creed also was a produce of the Italian sense of 
injustice at the peace treaties in which the last 
war for democracy ended Still others, after 
twenty years of praise and adulation, now rail 
bitterly at Communism—also a direct product 
of the last war. But most of your writers fail 
to realize that these three political systems, so 
similar in many details, are nothing but slightly 
differing national manifestations of the will and 
desire of their respective peoples to escape from 
economic exploitation by high finance operating 
from the sheltered security of the democracies, 
and using in the economic struggle all the 
advantages which this powerful shelter provides. 


In the struggle to maintain or even raise the 
standard of living of their peoples to a level 
approaching that of the richer, more powerful 
and better equipped democracies who got a 
much earlier start in the race Germany, Italy 
and Russia found totalitarianism an essential 
part of their armament, for above all other 
things they had to ach'eve national unity as a 
first step in the struggle. The principle of 
“autarchy” is another necessary weapon in the 
armament of the totalitarian States, for 
economic self-sufficiency, even at the cost of 
some sacrifice by the inhabitants, has benefited 
the “dictatorships” in neutralizing the vast and 
tyrannical money power of the democracies. But 
perhaps the most powerful weapon in the hands 
of what are called the dictatorships, the full use 
of which means the ultimate deathknell of high 
and international finance, is the system of direct 
barter, which is now being increasingly used in 
central Europe. 


“ STIXANAX.” 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


ACCOMMODATION 


Yo Let 
ATTRACTIVE ACCOMMODATION in com- 
munal household of COs; 25s. and 30s., all meals. 
—Apply Warden, Dick Sheppard Centre, Bays- 
water 5194. 


BOOKS 


TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The book 
for which Action and the New Leader refused 
advertisements, Truth says “so dangerous that 
the authorities should tose no time in suppressing 
it.” Two shvilings and sixpence from British 
People's Party, 15 John Street, London, W.C.1. 


CYCLES 


CYCLES: Britain's best at £5 9s. and £5 18s., 
carriage paid; every necessary accessory even to 
cylometer. Made by over 40 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 


FOR SALE 


NEW OR SECONDHAND CARS or caravans 
for sale or hire—S. C. Allonby, Times Garage, 
Levenshulme, Manchester. 


PRINTING PRESS, with Type, 22s. 6d. 
Bargain.—Particulars, W. Webster, 29la Nor- 
manton Road, Derby. 


sIISCELLANEOUS 


PIANO, at Ashtead, Surrey, excellent condi- 
tion, would be given to pacifist organization pay- 
ing removal charge.—Box 407, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PRINTING 


PACIFIST PRINTER: Handbills, teaflets. pro- 
grammes and general printing—W. J. Brigden, 
232, Sellincourt Road, London, S.W.17. 


PRINTING of any description. Cheapest 
house in country for leaflets. &c. Speedy de- 
livery ~Gait and Son, Shipley, Yorks. Entirely 
Pew 


VISITING CARDS: 100, 1s. 6d. Letterneads: 
1,000, 7s. Postcards, Handbills. &c. Samples, 
estimates free.—E. Atkinson, 26 Bridges Lane, 
Beddington. Croydon 4545. APF. P.P.U. 
Member. 


PUBLICATIONS 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST POLITICAL MOVE- 
MENT. Send for copy of important pamphlet, 
Peace NOW! by Rev. H. Ingli James; 14d. post 
free, from 23 Clara Street, Stoke Coventry. 


HEADLINE NEWS-LETTERS. A_ weekly 
letter written by one of Britain’s best-known 
publicists. Well-informed advance information 
and accurate reading of inaccurate headlines and 
news. Receive this News-Letter and your 
friends and workmates will look to you for the 
truth. 52 Letters, 10s. 26 Letters, 5s. 6d. 
Specimen copy, 2d.—Secretary, Headline News- 
Letters, 13 John Street, London, W.C.1. 


“ YOUTHOPIA.” Britain's radical youth organ 
of opinion {edited by pacifist) is now available 
on postal subscription: 6 months, G/-; single 
copies, 3d., post free.—" Youthopia,” 3 Colwyn 
Road, Northampton. 
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CAPITALISM 


T. G. Ayre asks us to answer “facts” pro- 
vided by Sir Norman Angell which are in direct 
contradiction to our “assertions”! I am aware 
that Angell, carefully reasoning from selected 
facts, states “that capitalism as an economic 
system neither needs nor benefits by war,” but 
I think Ayre should provide me with the facts 
to prove Angell’s assertions. As J. A. Hobson 
states, “Though war, with its revolutionary 
aftermath, may well seem dangerous to the capi- 
talist system, it is open to argument whether 
such risks may not appear worth running in 
view of the alternative piling up of unsaleable 
surpluses which ...modern capitalism in- 
volves.” 

R. T. CAMPBELL, Glasgow, S.2. 


THE STATE AND C.0.s 


One can hardly assume, as Frank Hancock 
appears to conclude, that it is the conscientious 
objector who can be held responsible four any 
loss of so-called freedcm. It seems all too evi- 
dent that the socialist politicians have been 
diddled, far more than the COs. The history of 
English and Continental socialists during the 
past 26 ycars is a sorry tale indeed. We have 
seen how these folk in their conquest for power 
have succumbed to the same temptations as all 
governmental authority must inevitably do. 
Keir Hardie realized this all too well: was it not 
his deathblow? What would friend Hancock 
have the COs do? 


EDWIN II. CLOGG, Bleadon. 


“SPLITTING HAIRS” 


Surely it is time we stopped spitting hairs 
over “absolutists’’ who do not register, do 
register but will not appear at the tribunal, and 
those who approximate to the majority of the 
1916 absolutists in that they appear but naturally 
stand firm for total exemption as their right. 
The latter category is casily the largest. but 
“absolutists’’ as a whole are definitely a 
minority amongst COs: the moral is obvious if 
the minority wishes to avoid the fate of the 
seventy warring sects at the sole cost of a littie 
spiritual pride. 


PHILIP H. SAINT, London. W.C.1. 


New Educational 
Methods 


S it not true that within each of us there lied 
the power to influence society but that we 
cannot take this step until we are prepared {0 
change our own outlook on life and to accept 
voluntarily new standards of behaviour? 

Whilst we may believe this. our children of 
“the other hand are being brought up in the ol 
standards. 

I am fully convinced, therefore, that this orde?f 
of things must go and be replaced by an educa 
tional system that will help the child to face uP 
to the problems of our rotten society without ali 
these taboos implanted at a tender age. 

This letter then is an appeal to two sections 
of the pacifist movement: 

1. To parents: Are there nacifists who care 
prepared to make this new scheme a reality by 
supporting such a school? 

2. To teachers: Are there teachers who aré 
willing to give up their present jobs and come 
in on such a schcme? 

Will those who are interested write to me and 
I will be only too glad to supply them with fullet 
details of the aims and practical steps that could 
be taken, 

THOMAS G. RICHARDS. 

17 Roseberry Gardens, 

Ealing, W.13. 


Missioners of Peace 


Will any persons of deep Christian faith 
ability and courage, who are prepared to dedi- 
cate themselves body and soul to active service 
for the Prince of Peace kindly communicate 
with me? 

They must be prepared to follow an austere 
life after the manrer of St. Francis, of prayel 
study and great -activity. going out as mis- 
sioners of peace through the towns and villages 
of this land, and (where qualifications and cit’ 
cumstances admit) into others also, ready ‘0 
brave the possibitity of bitter opposition an 
ridicule. 

The aims of the Missioners of Peace may bé 
summed up as follows:—1. To witness by the 
spoken word to a God of Love and to the laws 
of Christ’s peace; 2. To oppose and challenge 
by Faith and Reason the prosecution of the wal 
being intrinsically evil in itself. as a means 10 
a lasting peace; 3. To outline the bases upod 
which a secure peace might be achieved an 
maintained; 4. To give personal testimony in 4 
consecrated life. 

Will every person. even though prevented 
from giving active personal service, but desirous 
of associating himself or herself with the Mis- 
sioners’ work kindly write as soon as possible 
to: 

G. H O. BUCKLAND. 


6 Southcourt Road. Worthing, Sussex. 
— 


Classified Advertisements 


Latest time for copy 
Tuesday morning 


RELIGIOUS 


QUAKERISM. {[nformation and _|titerature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends. free on application to the 
Friends Home Service Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road. London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 
AGRICULTURAL WORK offered to men. 
Somerset.—Box 402, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


ASSISTANT WANTED, gents. outfitting. — 
Write only giving full particulars and wages re- 
quired, Groves, Outfitters, Billericay, Essex. 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT has vacancy 
for articled clerk. Friend preferred.—Apply J. 
H. Gittens, 8 The Green, Richmend. 


JUNIOR CLERK required. quick at figures. 
Shorthand useful but not essential. Bristol 
district—Box 403. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4 


MOTOR DRIVERS required by agricultural 
produce merthant South-West Midlands.—Box 
401, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N 4. 


PACIFIST WINDOW - CLEANER requires 
help-man over forty; fair wage.—Box 405, Peace 


|News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Wanted 

ACCOUNTS CLERK, CO, 24, passed inter- 
mediate Chartered Secretaries with prize; good 
experience, good sense, good references; wants an 
interesting job—Box 411, Peace News. 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 

CO (Christian), of South-East London district, 
awaiting tribunal. Age 20. Had technical school 
education and five years’ machine shop engineer- 
ing experience. Very willing to consider any- 
thing anywhere.—Box 408, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. - 


CO (conditicnal exemption), inexperienced, 
requires agricultural or market garden work in 
or near Leeds. Remuneration no object; board 
not necessary.—Box 412, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


Box 404, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, NA. 


INTELLIGENT and RESPONSIBLE part- 
time work in London wanted by pacifist, student 
writer, several. years’ sound office experience.— 
Box 380, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N4, 


ar 

PACIFIST PRINTER. All departments; age 
26. Three years’ training LSP. No war work 
Highest references, or eny suitable work.—Box 
410, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. N.4. 


PROSPECTIVE C.O. (19) seeks employment 
of a clerical nature.—Box 406, Peace News, 3 


Blackstock Road, N.4. 


a a or 

YOUNG MAN (28), S.W. London, married, 
thirteen years’ sound office experience, seeks re- 
lease from war-work (office or otherwise). Can 
short-type. Matriculated.—Box 409, Peace News, 


3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


TY PEWRITING. : 


BEST RIBBON Now Costs only 2s. 0d., postag® 
paid. Name _ typewriter, 
15 Prospect Place, Preston. 


— 


FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and duplicst 
ing.—Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne He 
London, S.E.24. Brixton 2863. 


——— 


TYPEWRITING accurately and promptly 
| executed, Is. 2d. per 1,000 words, carbons 24.7 
Morley Bureau, Tollgate Avenue, Redhill. 


WHERE 0 STAY Ss 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. Wee 
tarian Guest House. Alt. 600 ft. For happy Holl” 
days or restful recuperaticn. Central heating 
H and c. water in bedrooms.—A. and K. ™ 
Ludlow, The Briars Crich, Matlock. Statio™ 
Ambergate (L.MS.). Tels Ambergate 44. 


IN THE * VALLEY OF PEACE” Guest Hou# 
that provides an escape from war atmosphe!® 
Vegetarian Food Reform table. Log fire® 
| Beautiful sciting near Beech Woods. Tariff fro™ 
proprietors: ” Fortune's Well.” Sheepscormb® 
Stroud. Glos. 
ie Se oe as” a > Ae 

ONDON: FOWLER, 7~ Newlyn House,” § 
Argyle Street. W.C.1 B. and B., 5s; double 
8s. 6d. Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 351 
ee eS ee eee ee 

YOUTH HOUSE. Residentiai and Social cent 
for progressive youth. Vegetarian re-tauré 
lectures, dances, language classes, rambles, 
Internationalism and fellowship in active co™ 
munal life. Single bed-sitting-rooms. 15s. 0 
250 Camden Rom 


week.—Apply Secretary, 
Gulliver 5189. 


N.W.1. 


2/9, &/3 and 8/G@ (Trial Size L/-)f a 

From your retailer or post free from} | 
Perfumery Co., 

{0 Fonteacy Passage, London, 8.E.11 


Also try Essona Eau de Cologne at same P 
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LIFE OR 


By John 


DO not know why it is considered a 
noble and righteous act to sink ships 
filed with men, drowning hundreds of 
them like rats in a trap. It may be argued 
that it is expedient, but have we any right 
to praise the deed? Our blood is stirred by 
the thrilling stories of naval battles and 
the wonderful courage of men engaged in 
hand-to-hand combat, often against over- 
Whelming odds. But the enemy is usually 
described as mean, brutal and cowardly 
and it all reads like some back number of 
the Boys’ Own Paper. 
Behind all this ghastly waste of life and 
appiness there lies a story that does not 
Set into the papers, and one day we shall 
all become aware of the folly and futility 
that it represents. The attitude of the 
Pacifist at this time is all-important and 
the hope for the future lies in the hands of 
those who are able to maintain their faith 
in the ultimate victory of 
good will and brotherhood. 
it is our task to witness to 
the truth and by the con- 
stant raising of standards 
prevent the demoralization 
that comes with a lowering 
of human aspirations. The 
Personal witness now being made by thou- 
Sands of pacifists throughout the world 
Will be successful if every individual dare 
Voice the truth at a time when it is un- 
Patriotic to speak the truth. 
The soldier dies believing he is defending 
Teedom, but his death is the responsibility 
Of the State that conscripts him. The paci- 
fist lives believing that freedom can only 
52 saved by exercising it and that if he 
l@s in its defence his death also is the 
'esponsibility of the State. Death in cither 
fase is a loss and not a gain. 
he real heroes of war are those who, 
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DEATH ? 


Barelay 


feeling the thrill of battle warming their 
blood, still keep their heads and refuse to 
prostitute themselves in the service of 
national gods. The war will continue so 
long as men and women are ruled by fear 
—the fear to live by standards not accept- 
able to States at war with each other. 

Every group of the Peace Pledge Union 
can help at this time by maintaining its 
active life, independent from that at the, 
centre and by co-operation with all adja- 
cent groups, seeking to influence public 
opinion towards the new way of living. 
Freedom is in peril—defend it with all your 
might. 

es s “ 
A T a time when the shortage of paper is 
going to affect all those who seek by 

propaganda to make known the truths they 
stand for, it is more than ever essential to 
use the spoken word. From my experience 
during the last few wecks, I can say that 
never before have crowds been so anxious 
to listen and so quiet in their behaviour. 

That peculiar individual known to us as 
“the man in the street” is more than ever 
convinced that what we say is right but 
that how to get what we want seems to him 
impracticable. If we can but answer the 
question “ What about old Hitler?” then 
we have indeed answered “ the man in the 
street "! 


* * « 


Annual General Meeting 


WING to the very large number of 
delegates this year it will not be 
possible’ to find hospitality for all those who 
have asked for it. There will be a list of 
hotels and boarding-houses available where 
bed and breakfast may be obtained and, as 
far as possible, every delegate will be 
catered for. 


= 


ORCESTER group has just organized an 
intensive ‘ Stop-the-War-and-Negotiate- 
ow” campaign. 
Two thousand five hundred copies of a special 
leaftet entitled You want to end Hitlerism, have 
fen distributed It included a notice of a public 
ting addressed on Saturday by ifaurice 
Owntree. An innovation was the inclusion in 
€ leaflet of a tear-off slip, to be returned to the 
Btoup secretary, providing <n opportunity for 
terested people to ask for more particulars ot 
e movement or to indicate their sympathy. 
he campaign has immediately attracted atten- 
tion; the local evening paper devoted a colunn 
2° a Icading article attacking the PPU (and its 
‘0cal secrctary, Mr J. R, Jenkins). 


Birmingham “P.N.” Conference 
BOUT 100 people were present at a confer- 

% ence—the second of its kind—held in Br- 
Ningham on Satirday to discuss Peace Neus. 
€rbert Whatley was in the chair. and he was 
UPported by Humphrey Moore, Andrew Stewart 
nd Tom Brown of Peace News staff. 

Wilfroa Burtt, who has been chairman of the 
> Mingham Peace News Committee since its 
weaning, gave a brief history of the way in 
leh the paper had been handled locally. T. 
1. Ayre, present chairman of the committee, 
nade some criticisms of the paper, and several 
thers also had remarks to make. 
ata conference was followcd by tea, after 
Bch a meeting of members was held to instruct 
mingham delegates about the PPU annual 
“neral meeting. 

Sen weekend school will be held at Severn Street 

= Ools, May 4-5. J. Avery Joyce will be the 
turer. 

Th, Pen air meetings are still being organized. 
€ Suniay morning meetings are attracting 

r 5 Budiences and many younger members are 
Ing good practice in open air speaking. 


Leeds A.G.M. 
A®our sixty members attended the annual 
On A 


. Beneral mecting of the Lecds Central group 
i r 
—Pril 5. 


WOMEN’S PEACE 
CAMPAIGN 


HE War has intensified as we knew that some 
th pity it must. We have said for years before 
€claration of war that if we went to war 
fl Crmany it might well mean a yeneral con- 
this Jon in Europe, if not the world. We knew 
hap Might happen; because we now sec it 

Pening is not a good reason for sitting back 
Simp’ !28: “We can do nothing.” That is 
On wy 2Ying in effect: “Let the Government get 

th the war.” Do we really mean this? 

for Ne Women's Peace Campaign are pleading 
tiateg Rotiations before it is too late. A nego- 
®ven Bepace is the. only way in whine there is 
fore ‘al Srain of hopé-of.a just settlement, there- 
Not, ‘the Must continue to press for it; we dare 
The © C2nnot, we must not give up that hope. 
Wag ,,UPPeal to the Governments will go on; it 
Tage €r needed more. We shall need all our 
lien all our charity, all our commonsense in 
three & Signatures; women have plenty of all 
Now, oes So let us hold to those three qualities 
Cause Cadfast in our faith, confident in our 
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PEACE NEWS 


Items for inclusion in this column 
should contain: Date, Town, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of event; 
speakers; organizers (and secretary’s 
address). 


As it is a free service we reserve 
the right to select items for inclusion. 
Notices received after MONDAY 


will in any case stand very little 
chance of publication. 


Today (Friday) 
BISHOPSTOKE; 7.30 p.m. Spring Lane Metho- 
dist Church, Lecture Room; R. S. Mallone on 
“Negotiate Now”; PPU. 

GLASGOW; 7.30 pm. Anniesland Co-op. Hall, 
Linden Place; debate with PPU; No Conscrip- 
tion League. 


LONDON, W.1;) 730 p.m Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Binney Street; Mock Tribunal; 
Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
ede Mennel! on * Pacifists on Active Service”; 
PPU. 


LOTHBURY; 110 p.m. The Vestry, St. Mar- 
garet’s (at back of Bank of England); R. O. 
Mennell on “ Relief Work in Central Europe”; 
City PPU Group 


WIMBLEDON ; 7.45 p.m. Dundonald Hall, Dun- 
donald Road; Rev. Leslie Artingstall and Coun- 
cillor Norman Edwards (chairman) ; Wimbledon 
Federation of Christian Pacifist Groups. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
BIRMINGHAM; 2.45 p.m. Coventry Road, 
Small Heath; mass selling of Peace News 
organized by Little Bromwich and Yardley PPU 
groups; extra sellers welcomed. 


BOURNEMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House; Regional annual general meeting ; PPU. 
ROMSEY; 3pm. West Hants. Regional Rally; 
open-air meeting; Ronald S. Mallone, Gwen 
Bagwell, Elsie Yates and others ;° PPU. 


WOOD GREEN; 4 pm. Spouters’ Corner; open- 
air meeting; Basil Painting; PPU. 


Sunday, April 21 
BIRMINGHAM; 3 p.m. Bull Ring; mass meet- 
ing: Herbert Whatley, Phyllis Clarke, Sydney 
Conbeer and others on “ Peace—How?”; PPU. 


The secretary’s report emphasized development 
in two directions—in the increased activity of 
the groups established in the suburbs (five now 
functioning as against two a yea> ago), and in 
the working of the Joint Advisory Committee 
for COs in-which the PPU collaborates. 

A comniittee of four, not subject to re-election, 
Was appointed at the mecting to administer the 
CO Fund recently inaugurated It was decided 
to begin a speakers’ class. A special committee 
to study methods of publicity and propaganda 
was instituted. : 

Memt&s were reminded that notification of 
meetings would no longer be sent by cost. but 
would be given in the local press on tne Wed- 
nesday preceding the date of meeting. The 
monthly meetings will continue to be held on 
the first Friday of the month in ihe frieads’ 
Meeting House, Woodhouse Lan? at 7.30 p.m. 
The secretary is Miss Dorothy Burdon, 115 
Victoria Road, Leeds, 6. 


New Group in Accrington 


NAUGURAL meeting of the Accringtsn 
(Lancs.) group was heft Jast veek and 
another meeting was held on Tuesday. Anyone 
interested should communicate with Mr. E. 
Wigglesworth, 20 Queens Road, Accrington. 


Co-ordination in Wilts 


T is hoped that groups in Wiltshire will very 
soon form separate regions within the area of 
the Weesex Pacifist Council, and their secretaries 
have been urged to arrange meetings of group 
representatives to form regional committees. 

In several districts this has already been done 
and the value of this step to the groups and the 
area has been proved. Strong groups are thus 
able to help weaker ones by interchanging visits, 
and to start new groups; co-ordination of activi- 
tics is also beneficial. 


Ealing A.G.M, 


Fake group held its first annual general 
meeting cn April 2. 

The original signatories (numbering between 
two and three hundred) are gradually being con- 
tacted and weeded out, and the active member- 
ship to date is 50. 

The group meets every week. reserving every 
fourth meeting for business matters. The average 
attendance is 30, and this figure is rising steadily. 

Activities during the year have included 
public meetings, poster parades, garden parties, 
socials, a ramble, canvassing for the National 
Peace Petition, a delegation to the local clergy, 
and a debate with the Labour Party. A Pacifist 
Service Bureau has been set up which devotes 
a lerge proportion of its time to COs. A Press 
Committee of five members has recently been 
formed to keep in touch with the local papers by 
means of letters and weekly reports of meetings. 


First Kent Area Conference 


4 ee first Kent area conference, held in Maid- 
stone on March 30, was a marked success 
and an inspiration to all delegates. 

The first session was devoted to Peace News. 
The general feeling was that its main purpose 
was propaganda and that the appeal should be 
to the man in the street; only secondly should 
come, on the less conspicuous pages, news and 
views for pacifists. 

At the evening session the area’s representa- 
tive, Eric Roach, spoke on the work of the PPU 
National Council and heard members’ views on a 
number of important topica 


What the Groups Are Doing 


HE Southend Community group has obtained 
a house and land at Wickford and started 
a co-operative community. 

Members aim at being a self-supporting body, 
living for the community, not on it, and hope to 
prove that it is possible to live in brotherhvod 
even under the present competitive system. 
Particulars can be obtained from Douglas Lamb, 
34 Retreat Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


New Nottingham Group 


HE new group in Nottingham covers 
Sneinton district — not Swinton as 
reported last week. 
Group leader is Mrs. D, Wilson, 44 Port 
Arthur Road. 


the 
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Scottish Appellate 


Tribunal Results 


"THE Scottish Appellate Tribunal, sitting 

on Thursday and Friday, changed the 
decisions in three cases to unconditional 
exemption: in eight cases to conditional 
exemption; and in three cases to non- 
combatant duties. 

In eighteen cases the decisions of the local 
tribunals were upheld ; and two cases were 
deferred. 

Two of the three cases given uncondi- 
tional exemption were appeals against con- 
ditional exemption, the remaining appeal 
being from an applicant who had been 
removed from the register. 


| Dates for Your Diary 


BOURNEMOUTH; 3 pm. Friends’ Meeting 
House; Gerald Bailey (secretary, National Peace 
Council) at open meeting; PPU. 


NEW BARNET; 3.15 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Leicester Road; Dr. E. Wardlaw Milne. 


WALTHAMSTOW; 330 pm Lloyd Park 
Pavilion; Andrew Stewart (PPU) and Doris 
Steyror (FoR) on “The Case for a Negotiated 
Peace"; chairman, E. C. Redhead; PPU, FoR, 
and Friends Hall Peace Group. 


Monday, April 22 
EASTLEIGH; 7.39 pm. Emmanuel Baptist 
Church; Councillor P. S. Bagwell on “In Prison 
for Christ: A CO’s experiences, 1914-18"; chair- 
man, R. S. Mallone; PPU and FoR. 


HALIFAX; 7.30 pm. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Clare Road; 2 speakers fron: Cotsweld Bruder- 
hof; Halifax Pacifist Council. 


LONDON, W.2; 8 pm. Clifford Memorial Hall, 
Westbourn? Park Baptist Church, Porchester 
Road; Andrew Stewart and Roy Walter on 
“Peace Now!” chairman, J. Allen Skinner; PPU. 


WYTHENSHAWE,; & p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House; Rev. Stanley Mossop on “Christ and 
War”; PPU. 


Tuesday, April 23 
COULSDON; 7.45 pm Labour Hall (opposite 
Post Office); John Barclay on “ Peacemaking "; 
PPU. 


EALING: 7.45 p.m Friends’ House, 49 Uxbridge 
Road; Pastor H. R. Gerdon on experiences as 
CO during Great War; PPU 


ILFORD; 7.45 p.m Cranbrook Hall, Cranbrook. 
Road; Rev. A. DC. Belden, Fenner Brockway, 
Sybil Morrison on ‘Should the War Go On?” 
chairman: John McNair; PPU and ILP. 


LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 to 2 p.m. Friends House, 
Euston Road; Maurice Rowntree on “Tne Task 
Before Us” 


LONDON, W.1; 7.45 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial.Club, Binney Strect; “War Without 
Violence,” by Roy Walker; PPU members’ meet- 
ing; refreshments at club. 


NEWTON ABBOT; 730 p.m Kingdom Hall; A. 
Hunter on “How we obtained our Colonies”; 
PPU. 

TOWER HILL; 1245 pm. Open-air meeting; 
David Ritchie; City PPU Group. 


Wednesday, April 24 
CHORLEY WOOD; 7.445 p.m Florence Brown 
Hall, Hulside Road; Rev. Martin Tupper (FoR), 
Miss F, Gurling (Federal Union), and E. Molran 
on “Which Way to Peace?” PPU. 


EASTLEIGH; 8 pm. 115 Leigh Road; Ronald 
Mallone on “Fcderal Union Cannot End War"; 
P.P.U. 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES; 7.45 p.m. Friends’ 
House, Eden Street; H. G. Schaffer on “ Current 
Events at Home and Abroad”; PPU. 

LEEDS; 7.30 pm, St George’s Hall, Great 
George Street; speakers from Cotswold Bruder- 
hof; PPU, FoR, CPF. 

LONDON, S.W.12; 8 p.m. Small Trevena Hall, 
Boundaries Road; O. F. Wraight on “ Pacifism?” 
PPU. 

LUTON; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, Castle 
Street; Rev. C. L. Brewer; Luton Pacifist Groups. 
NEW SOUTHGATE; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Waterfall Road; Maurice Rowntree; 
chairman, Humphrey Moore; PPU. 


Thursday, April 25 
EVESHAM: 730 pm. Friends’ Mceting House; 
Dr. A. D. Belden; PPU. 
NARROW; 8 pm. Baptist Church Hall, College 
Road; Dr. Herbert Gray; FoR and PPU. 
NOTTINGHAM; 730 p.m. YWCA Blue Triangle 
Hall, Shakespeare Street; Ven. Percy Hartill 
and John Hoyland on “ Building Peace”; FoR. 
OXFORD; 7pm. Baptist School-rcom, entrance 
New Inn Hall Street; Miss Betty Dunsheath on 
“Women and the War ’; PPU. 
RICHMOND; 8 p.m. 57 Larkfield Road (near 


rly. station); test tribunal; FCO (Richmond 
PPU). 


Friday, April 26 
BISHOPSTOKE; 7.30 p.m. Spring Lane Metho- 
dist Church, Lecture Room; R. S. Mallone on 
“100% Peace Activity Required"; PPU. 
EWELL, Surrey; 8 p.m. Scout Room, behind 
Ewell P.O., High Street; Walter Birmingham on 
“The Economic Approach to Pacifism”; PPU, 
LOTHBURY; 1.10 pm. The Vestry, St. Mar- 


garet’s (at back of Bank of England); Dr. Her- 
bert Gray on “Winning the Peace”; City PPU 
Group 


p-p-u bookshop 


“BOND OF PEACE” PAMPHLETS 


THE HUMAN PERSON AND SOCIETY, by Eric Gill; 

THE STARTING POINT OF PACIFISM, by Charles E. Raven; 
MONEY HAS DESTROYED YOUR PEACE, by Wilfred Wellock; 
THE BROTHERHOOD OF PEACE, by J. Middleton Murry. 
3d. each, postage 4d. 


* 
THREE NEW LEAFLETS 


A WORLD IN FERMENT (revision of “ Peace or War ”): 1s. 3d. per 100; 

11s. per 1,000. YOU DON’T WANT HITLERISM; You Don’t Want War: 

6d. per 100; 4s. 6d. per 1,000. LIGHTS OUT: 6d. per 100; 4s. 6d. per 1,000. 
(The supply of the last two leaflets at this price is limited.) 


Obtainable from P.P.U. Literature Departnent, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 
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MUST THE WHEEL OF WA 


PEACE NEWS 


KEEP ON TURNING? 


enemies, ruthless with themselves and if 
need be with those who stand by, hoping 
that Britain and France would save their 
freedom for them.” Thus the Wheel had 
descended far from the high claim cf 
defending small States from the power of 


great ones. A_ provincial newspaper 
caption for this speech is “Neutrals 
Warned.” 


There are two striking examples of the 
way in which the Wheel of War, and its 


- rapid descent in reason and morality, made 


impossible of realization the very principles 
once advocated by the victors themselves. 
While men alternate today between .a 
peace by conference, as advocated by Mr. 
Lloyd George in his Carnarvon speech, and 
a peace by victory and the crushing of 
Germany, it is well to reflect upon the 
terms of President Wilson’s address to the 
American Senate in January, 1917, before 


America gave up her neutrality : 

“The ‘stlatesmen of both of the groups of 
nations now arrayed against one another have 
said, in terms that could not be misinterpreted 


PEACE NEW 


Editorial, Publishing and Advertisement Offices: 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3. 
Subscriptioa Rates, home and abroad: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 

M 
Copies of “Peace News” ordered last week: 
36,020 (550 remained on Wednesday). 
Last week’s donations to “Peace News” Fund: 


£11 16s. 
Total of “Peace News” Fund to date: 
£589 7s. 64d. 


(The Peace News fund was launched to re- 
lease for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union’s activity the subsidy paid to Peace News. 
Though the paper is now self-supporting. the 
debt for the subsidy paid over several months 
remains, and we would therefore welcome dona- 
tions of any size to enable us to pay it off as soon 
as possible. Individual acknowledgments will be 
sent. Cheques should be made payabte to Peace 
News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge Union, 
and should be sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London. N.4). 

* 

THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist doctrine no matter what 
their. approach. Its activity is not confined to 
the registration of those whe are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive 
peace policy Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Giv2 
your pledge on a postcard:— 

I renounce war and I will never support or 

sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London. W.C.1. 

* 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still)less 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply en- 
dorsement of any views expressed or implicit 
therein or PPU connexion with the matter 
advertised.) Contributions are welcomed, though 
no payment is made. They should be type- 
written, if possible, and one side only of tre 
paper should be used. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


—7 
(Newsagent's name) 
Please deliver “PEACE NEWS“ 
fo me weekly. 


Name 


Address 


as from issue dated 


Note to Newsagent :— 
“PEACE NEWS" js published 


weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


(continued from page 1) 


that it was no part of the purpose they had in 
mind to crush their antagonists. But the 
implications of these assurances may not be 
equally clear to all. I think it will be service- 
able if I attempt to set forth what we under- 
stand them to be. They imply, first of all, that 
it must be a peace without victory. 

“Victcry would mean peace forced upon the 
losers, a victor’s terms imposed upon the van- 
quished. It would be accepted in humiliation 
under duress, at intolerable sacrifice and would 
leave a sting, a resentment, a bitter memory 
upon which terms of peace would rest, not per- 
manently but only as upon quicksand. Only a 
peace between equals can last, only a peace the 
very principle of which is equality and a common 
participation in a common task. The right state 
of mind, the right feeling between nations is as 
necessary for a lasting peace as is the just settle- 
ment of vexed questions of territory or of racial 
and national allegiance. 

“The equality of nations upon which peace 
must be founded, if it is to last, must be an 
equality of rights. The guarantees exchanged 
must neither recognize a difference nor imply 
it between big nations and small, between those 
who are powerful and those who are weak... 
Mankind is looking now for freedom of life, not 
tor equipoises of power. 

“No peace can last or ought to last which does 
not recognize and accept the Principle that 
governments derive all their just powers from 


|the consent of the governed and that no right 


anywhere exists to hand peoples about from 
Potentate to potentate as if they were property. 
Any peace which does not recognize and accept 
this principle will inevitably be upset. It will 
not rest upon the affections or the convictions 
of mankind. The ferment of spirit of whole 
Populations will fight subtly and constantly 
against it and all the world will sympathize.” 


Idealism Goes Overboard 


After President Wilson had entered the 
war and had assented to Mr. Lloyd George's 
~ knock-out-blow” policy and the virtual 
abandonment of the Armistice terms for 
his Fourteen Points of a just peace, the 
idealist was at the mercy of the realist 


Clemenceau. When Wilson threatened to 
withdraw from the Peace Conference, 
Clemenceau, having seen the enemy 


“knocked out” by the aid of American 
forces and promises, was able to ignore the 
pleas of both enemies and Allies and to 
impose his own ruthless terms upon the 
defeated. All the wise warnings of 
Wilson’s statement to the Senate were 
ignored and the idealisms of the war were 
dragged down to the realisms and paga- 
nisms of Clemenceau the Tiger. 

The actual measure of the descent of the 
Wheel of War, when his own knock-out- 
blow policy had succeeded, and all pretence 
of equality abandoned in the dictated Peace 
of Versailles, is to be seen in a remarkable 
and too little known Memorandum by Mr. 
Lloyd George himself. The terms of this 
secret Memorandum, 
members of the Versailles Conference in 
March, 1919, are revealed in Signor Nitti’s 
Peaceless Europe. Here are some of its 
statements: 


“I would therefore put it in the forefront of 
the peace, that once Germany accepts our terms, 
especially Reparations, we will open to her the 
raw materials and markets of the world on equal 
terms with ourselves and will do everything 
possible to enable the German people to get upon 
their legs again. We cannot both cripple her 
and expect her to pay. To my mind it is idle 
to endeavour to impose a permanent limitation 
of armaments on Germany unless we are pre- 


pared similarly to impose a limitation on our-' 


selves. You may strip Germany of her colonies, 
reduce her armaments to a mere police force and 
her navy to that of a fifth-rate Power; all the 
same, if she feels that she has been unjustly 
treated in the peace of 1919 she will find means 
of exacting retribution from her conquerors. In- 
justice, arrogance displayed in the hour of 
triumph will never be forgotten or forgiven. 

“The proposal of the Polish Commission that 
we should place 2,000,000 Germans under the 
control of a people of different religion and 
which has never proved its capacity for stable 
self-government throughout its history, must, in 
my judgment, lead sooner or later to a new war 
in Europe.” 


The Final Turn 


Again the Wheel of War had turned and 
the very allies who had applauded Mr. 
Lloyd George’s efforts and energy for war, 
repudiated his efforts for a reasonable 
peace. It was his former ally Lord North- 
cliffe and» two hundred supporters of his 
Coalition Government, including Lord 
Halifax and other members of the present 
government, who warned him. that they 
would not support the policy of his Memo- 
randum. In so doing they played into the 
hands of Clemenceau and “shut the gates 
of mercy on mankind” by making the 
evolution of peace and prosperity impos- 
sible and the revolution of violence 
inevitable in Germany. 

The final turn in the Wheel of War is 
described by an authority so eminent as the 


addressed to the' 


Marquess of Lothian, Secretary to Mr. 
Lloyd George at Versailles and now H.M. 
Ambassador to the United States. At a 
discussion at the Institute of International 
Affairs early in 1938, Lord Lothian thus 
described the descent from the idealisms 


of the war to the realisms of the peace: 

“We ought to face honestly the main result 
of all that history. I do not think there is any 
doubt that its main outcome was the triumph 
of Herr Hitler and the National Socialist régime. 
Nobcdy who had contacts with Stresemann 
during these years, still more with Briining, will 
forget the way in which they came and said 
‘Unless you can make some concession to the 
Republic now, nothing can prevent Germany 
yielding to those who say ‘ You can get nothing 
from the Allies by appeals to justice. You can 
only get your freedom by strength and 
violence’.” 

“Briining came over and over again, but for 
various reasons, quite easy to understand, 
nothing wasdone. And therefore there eventually 
came into being a regime which believes that 
the method of attaining, not only internal unity 
and strength, but also international ends is 
force. Yet the hideous internal persecution and 
repression of all who will not bow to the régime 
is, in great measure, only the outcome of the 
persecution and repression which were inflicted 
on Germany for fifteen years from outside. That 
is the psychological explanation of recent events 
.- . If another war comes and the history of it 
is ever written, the dispassionate historian a| 
hundred years hence will not say Germany alone 
was responsible for it, even if she strikes the 
first blow, but that those who mismanaged the 
world between 1918 and 1937 had a large share 
of responsibility for it.” 

To check the further descent of the 
Wheel of War to the ruthlessness advocated 
by some politicians, some pulpits. and much 
of the popular press. pacifists have the pos- 
sibility and the responsibility of pleading 
for truth, as against propaganda, to seek 
the psychological explanation of violence 
at home or abroad, and to urge their fellow- 
countrymen (to use Lord Lothian’s words) 
“ to face honestly the main result of all that 


history.” 
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April 19, 1940 


Minister Denies 
lll-Tzeatment 
of Objector 


DENIAL that Kenneth Makin, the first 

CO to be court-martialled, had been 
ill-treated in a Glasgow prison, was made 
by Mr. Oliver Stanley, War Minister, in 
Parliament on Tuesday. 

(Attempts by the authorities to force 
Makin to wear military uniform were 
reported in last week’s Peace News.) 

Mr. Oliver Stanley said that Makin was 
court-martialled for wilful defiance of 
orders, and sentenced to 60 days’ detention, 
not imprisonment. which was commuted to 
14 days’ detention. 

He was sent to Barlinnie Prison on 
March 14 and. stripped voluntarily on 
arrival for inspection by the medical 
officer. At no time was any violence used 
while he was dressing or undressing. 


Bread and Water 


On March 18 he was charged before the 
Commanding Officer for disobedience and 
refusing to put on uniform, and sentenced 
to three days bread and water. On March 
25 he was discharged from the detention 
barracks and escorted to his unit in civilian 
clothes, having been passed fit by the 
medical officer and having stated that he 
had no complaints to make about his 
treatment. 

On March 26 he was admitted to Edin- 
burgh Hospital suffering from lumbago and 
a slight chill. He was later discharged 
from hospital and on April 11 was found 
fit for duty. “I sea no reason for interven- 
tion.” added Mr. Stanley. 

Mr. J. McGovern, MP, told Mr. Stanley 
that he was not satisfied and would not 
allow the matter to rest. 


pe e e 
In 433 Libraries 
Peace Neus is now displayed in Nerthampton 
Pubiic Library. Libraries now taking the paper 
now total 433. 


HOW NAZIS WERE DEFEATED 


(continued from page 1) 


benefit of fanfare or publicity has reached its 
climax and passed on to what appears to be, in 
spite of the war’s threats, a happy conclusion. 
And yet it is a drama of tremendous import- 
ance, for in it, for the first time in post-Nazi 


_ history, right has triumphed over might. cool in- 


telligence has routed hysterical hatred. se'f- 
control has beaten brutal force. For the first 
time the Nazis have found their methods 
thwarted—not by guns. as in their first attempt 
upon Austria—but by clear thinking. 

In 1864, under almost identical circumstances 
to Hitler’s grah of Czecho-Slovakia, Bismarck 
grabbed North Schleswig. From then until 1920 
the territory was German. Danish schonls were 
suppressed, the Danish language was outlawed, 
‘Danish cultural meetings were torbidden, and 

the Danes were digcriminated against in every 

way. Yet they never forgot they were Danes. 
In 1920 a plebiscite restored the territory to 
| Denmark by a vote of 25 percent German to 75 
percent Danish. Ténder itself was three-quarters 
1 German, but because the surrounding farms 
were Danish, and because of the importance of 
the railway junction, the line was drawn to the 
south of the town. And then the drama began. 
: Released from German rule, the Danes showed 
no bitterness against their former oppressors. 
They decided that they would never give any- 
one cause to accuse them of comm.tting the 
same injustices they had smarted under for 
nearly fifty years. So the German minority, 
numbering about thirty thousand, were allowed 
their own schools, State supported, and given 
complete freedom of language, speech, meeting 
and press. 

There was much complaint at first from the 
German farmers, who hae been used to the re- 
latively easy farming life behind high German 
tariff walls. Their lands were still held in the 
strip system, each man’s holdings being scattered 
about a village in many separate lots. This in- 
eflicient system coupled with a generally lower 
standard of agriculture brought from Germany 
put the Schleswig farmers at a disadvantage in 


compctition with the Danes. Debts piled up in 
a few years, and it became apparent to the 
Government that something must be done, 

The man who did it told me about it in his 
little study in Tonder. He is Director 
Hammerich, a broad-faced, sturdily-built mam 
whose hobby is collecting the stone implements 
of his pre-historic ancestors. ‘ 

His job, ne told me, had started off in 1923 a? 
a purely business matter—buying up the lan¢é 
and reselling it in united farms, taking over thé 
farmers’ dcbt burdens in exchange for Govern 
ment loans at lower interest, persuading the mea 
to try the newer agricultural methods being 
developed by the Government  experime? 
stations. But before a year was out he had 3 
political job on his hands, too. 

A German name Vogelgesang came across thé 
border and began buying up the borderlan¢é 
farms. He did not resell them, he leased the™: 
and only to approved German families. At thé 
same time he began, by loans, by threats, and bY 
intimidation, to gain control over the Germa8 
minority. , : 

Director Hammerich quickly saw what w 
going on, and without wasting time on vain pro” 
tests set to work to fight the German. He 
demonstrated to the farmers that by buying theif 
land outright from him they would be bette’ 
off than by taking leases from Vogelgesang. , 

With the coming of the Nazis to power i 
Germany the battle became more intens® 
Vogelgesang began to use more violent measuré 
on the farmers, he fought Hammerich in t 
courts and tried to threaten him, but with 1itve 
success. Hammerich continued to buy land and 
sell it to Germans or to Danes without dl® 
crimination, and little by little, as the nen 
generation, accustomed to the new methods 
agriculture, came into ownership, Vogelgesate 
began to lose his hold. 

Today he still owns about one hundred farms 
in the border regions, but Hammerich estimat® 
he has Iost as much as he has gained, and is now 
on his way out. 
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